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Ocean Grove … Perfect places

Ocean Grove is an enviable place to live and work, offering something for all – 
a place to grow up and grow old. Hence the need for a newspaper to act as a 
record and a champion for this historic but fast developing community.

The Ocean Grove Voice was conceived and designed in late 2004 as a truly 
Ocean Grove newspaper. Branded in the livery of the Grubbers Football/Netball 
Club – it was launched in March the next year.

A red top in loyalty and style. The Voice recognises that readers want trusted 
local news from a professional publisher.

TERMS & CONDITIONS ADVERTISERS: See our terms and conditions at - starcommunity.com.au/terms-and conditions *Circulation: We use a third party supplier for 
the distribution of free publications and do not make any representation or warranty about the performance of this service. For details read section 16 of our terms and 
conditions at - starcommunity.com.au/terms-and-conditions. 

The region’s most popular 
community newspaper the 
Ocean Grove Voice offers local 
businesses the opportunity to 
get their message into homes 
with their advertising message 
alongside the latest unique local 
news, sport results and features 
on topics of interest to locals.

OCEAN GROVE VOICE

Covering the following 
suburbs and postcodes:
• Barwon Heads  ...................................3227

• Clifton Springs  ..................................3222

• Drysdale  ...........................................3222

• Indented Head  ..................................3223

• Leopold  ............................................3224

• Ocean Grove  .....................................3226

• Queenscliff  .......................................3225

• Point Lonsdale  ..................................3225

• Portarlington  .....................................3223

• St Leonards  ......................................3223

• Wallington  .........................................3222

Connect your business with the community

PUBLISHED WEDNESDAY TO FRIDAY FORTNIGHTLY AND ONLINE 24/7

A choice for all ages & incomes

Print Advertising Deadlines

The Bellarine Peninsula’s leading media options

OCCUPATIONS
Labourers 6.40%

Professionals 28.10%

Community Personal Services 12.70% 

Technicians & Trades 14.60% 

Managers 14.40% 

Clerical & Admin 11.60%

Sales Workers 8%

Machinery Operators & Drivers 2.90%

HOUSEHOLD TYPEAGE
Under 34 38.10%

35-49 20.60%
50-64 19.20%

65+ 22.30%

Please Note: This information was compiled based on our understanding of
our readers and information contained by the ABS for Star News Group from
the 2021 Census data in relation to the region of Ocean Grove and Barwon
Heads, which is covered by the Ocean Grove Voice. It is a snapshot of the
region and Star News Group expects you to rely on your own commercial
judgement when using this information.

Display (EGN) Booking Deadline Booking:   
3pm Wednesday prior

Classified Advertising Booking Deadline  
Trades: 3pm Wednesday prior 
General & Wheel & Deal: 3pm Wednesday prior

Advertising: 03 5249 6700

Classifieds: 1300 666 808

 Couples with  
Children  

 Couples without 
Children

 One Parent Families 
 Other

43.30%

44.20%

15.20%

 1.70%
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*SOURCE: Combination of estimated readership of print and digital editions; Google Analytics - 
oceangrovevoice.com.au page views (average weekly for period 1 Jan - 2 Feb 2023) and Facebook 
Insights - facebook.com/OceanGroveVoice followers (as at 2 Feb 2023).

Audience 22,000*

INSIDE THIS EDITION…

10 - 23 MARCH, 2023 Bellarine’s nUMBer One neWsPaPer FREE FORTNIGHTLY
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Best in 
the state
Ocean Grove Surf Lifesaving Club is once 
again the best in the state. The 59-athlete 
team, including Alice Moon (pictured) won 
the State Championships during a carnival 
at Ocean Grove main beach late last month.  
A small team of athletes from the Ocean 
Grove senior team will head to Western 
Australia at the end of March to compete 
in the Australian Surf Life Saving titles.
■  Story and more pictures: 

Pages 19 and 22.

HITTINg THE grEEN IN HONOur 
Of a frIEND, pagE 5

By Matt Hewson

Compulsory mediations have broken down 
between property developers intending to 
construct a 17-unit complex spanning two 
lots at 57-59 The Parade, Ocean Grove, and 
concerned residents.

As a result, the consortium of developers, 
represented by UXD Group, has signalled it 
will bypass Greater Geelong council and take 
the application directly to the Victorian Civil 
and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT) after 
council did not make a decision about the 
application in the required timeframe.

City officers prepared a report for council 

recommending the application be refused 
on multiple grounds concerning reasonable 
sharing of views to the coast, the scale of 
the building, standards of neighbourhood 
character and orderly planning.

Council has not decided on the proposal yet, 
despite the city officers’ report being compiled 
by October 21, 2022, but will likely consider the 
matter at its March 28 meeting.

UXD Group director Beau O’Brien said the 
residents’ issues were not with this proposal, 
but with the planning zone requirements.

“We know there’s a heavy community view 
in this, but if you look at the concerns they 
refer to the planning scheme, not so much 

the development,” Mr O’Brien. “We feel the 
underlying issues are with the residential 
growth zone and the community not wanting 
to see that level of development or change. 

“That’s probably beyond the developers; 
that’s probably about the city council and 
Victorian government approach to the zones of 
Ocean Grove.”

Resident Peter Turner, who lives directly 
opposite the site of the proposed development, 
said it was completely inappropriate for the 
quiet street.

“It’s just totally out of character with the 
area; it’s a monolithic concrete block,” Mr 
Turner said. “Seventeen units is just too many. 

We accept that the City of Geelong wants to 
have a higher density in the area, that’s fine, but 
keep it appropriate.”

Ocean Grove Community Association  
chairperson Andy McKoy said many residents 
feel the same as Mr Turner.

“Given the fact that we don’t want the town 
boundary extended we have to accept that 
some parts of Ocean Grove have a high density 
requirement,” Mr McKoy said. 

“It’s a visual monstrosity. And it sets a 
precedent that in 10 years time the whole of 
that high density zone around the town centre 
could be three-storey townhouses.”

VCAT will hear the matter in late April.

VCAT to hear unit dispute
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