
The Northern Star Weekly serves Melbourne’s north region with suburbs 

stretching from Bundoora and Epping to Craigieburn and Broadmeadows. The 

region contains some of Melbourne’s fastest growing suburbs and as a major 

growth corridor for housing and transport infrastructure continues to be popular 

with families. Education and healthcare are well-represented with La Trobe 

University, RMIT and Northern and Epping hospitals.

TERMS & CONDITIONS ADVERTISERS: See our terms and conditions at - starweekly.com.au/terms-and-conditions/ *Circulation: We use a third party supplier for the distribution of free 
publications and do not make any representation or warranty about the performance of this service. For details read section 16 of our terms and conditions at - starweekly.com.au/
terms-and-conditions/

The region’s most popular community 
newspaper the Northern Star Weekly 
offers local businesses the opportunity to 
get their message into homes with their 
advertising message alongside the latest 
unique local news, sport results and 
features on topics of interest to locals.

Covering the following suburbs 
and postcodes: 
•	 Bundoora ������������������������������������������ 3083
•	 Broadmeadows ��������������������������������� 3047
•	 Campbellfield ������������������������������������ 3061
•	 Coolaroo ������������������������������������������� 3048
•	 Craigieburn ��������������������������������������� 3064
•	 Doreen ��������������������������������������������� 3754
•	 Epping ���������������������������������������������� 3076
•	 Gladstone Park ���������������������������������� 3043
•	 Glenroy ��������������������������������������������� 3046
•	 Greenvale ����������������������������������������� 3059
•	 Lalor ������������������������������������������������� 3075
•	 Mernda ��������������������������������������������� 3754
•	 Mill Park ������������������������������������������� 3082
•	 Roxburgh Park ����������������������������������� 3064
•	 South Morang ����������������������������������� 3752
•	 Thomastown ������������������������������������� 3074
•	 Westmeadows ����������������������������������� 3049
•	 Whittlesea ���������������������������������������� 3757
•	 Wollert ���������������������������������������������� 3750

FREE DIGITAL EDITION SIGN UP NOW!
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24/7 Health Club
from $9.95 per week

41-53 Miller St, Epping VIC 3076
leisurecity.ymca.org.au / 9401 2222

The Y Leisure City
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Second Chance Animal Rescue founder and chief executive, Marisa Debattista with dog Charlie. (Damjan Janevski) 322676_01

A pawsome
celebration
Craigieburn’s Second Chance Animal 
Rescue (SCAR) organisation is inviting 
the community to join in on its 15th 
birthday celebrations.

SCAR is a not-for-profit organisation 
that helps rescue, rehome and 
rehabilitate displaced and abandoned 
pets, and to support vulnerable pet 
owners through tough times by keeping 
their pets happy, healthy and at home.

To help celebrate the milestone, 
SCAR chief executive Marisa Debattista 
is inviting the community to the shelter 
on Saturday, March 18.

“We wouldn’t be here today without 
the support of our community,” she 
said. “It has been 15 years of rescuing 
and rehabilitating animals … we want to 
celebrate with everyone who has helped 
us over the years.”

The event will run from 10am to 4pm 
and will include entertainment for the 
whole family at 23 Grasslands Avenue, 
Craigieburn.

Marisa opened up SCAR in 2008, 
with the community-based charity run 
by vet professionals, animal-loving 
volunteers and foster carers.

“It’s fantastic to look back and see 
the difference we’ve been able to make 
for people and their pets.”

 14 MArch, 2023Established in 2003                   proudly serving the Northern Suburbs

By Zoe Moffatt 

Hume council has narrowly decided to 
proceed with an indoor cricket centre in 
Greenvale amid a $4 million increase in 
project proposal.

During the Monday February 27 council 
meeting, councillors were divided on the 
issue of whether to proceed with the project at 
Greenvale Recreation Centre due to the 40 per 
cent cost increase. 

Cr Naim Kurt said he understood the 
concern about the cost increase.

“I understand the concern from some of 

the chamber tonight that the cost increase 
is significantly above what was originally 
budgeted, but under grant agreements with 
the state government, council is liable for any 
costs above a budget,” Cr Kurt said.

“It’s an issue which is happening across 
the sector and across local government with 
rising costs of material.” 

Council said the increased costs are due 
to current market conditions as the original 
budget was set in early 2020. This increased 
cost is in line with estimations by an 
independent quantity surveyor, council said. 

Council initially committed $4.5 million to 

the centre, with the state government providing 
$1.5 million in grant funding. council will now 
be providing $8.5 million for the centre.

Cr Kurt said despite this increase in cost 
he believes that the project remains as a good 
value project for ratepayers.

“I think with the development of this centre, 
it will be another jewel added to the crown of 
our sporting facilities,” he said.

Cr Jodi Jackson disagreed the proposal 
should go ahead and cited other ways the 
council could use the money.

“In 2021 council published a report … 
[which] stated that Forest Red Gum drive 

needs to be upgraded in order to accommodate 
the higher than anticipated volumes of traffic,” 
Cr Jackson said. 

“The volume of money that council is being 
asked to provide in order to deliver this cricket 
facility over and above its anticipated costs is 
equal to the money required to upgrade an 
important arterial road that serves thousands 
of residents every single day. In my opinion, 
this project does not pass the pub test.” 

Despite these differing views, council 
decided to proceed with the project with seven 
councillors voting for the project and four 
voting against. 

Cricket cost blow out

Connect your business with the community

PUBLISHED TUESDAY FORTNIGHTLY AND ONLINE 24/7

A choice for all ages & incomes

Print Advertising Deadlines

Northern Melbourne’s leading media options.

OCCUPATIONS
Labourers 10.50%
Professionals 16.80%
Community Personal Services 12.40%
Technicians & Trades 15.30%
Managers 9.90%
Clerical & Admin 13.60%
Sales Workers 8.80%
Machinery Operators & Drivers 10.30%

FAMILY COMPOSITIONAGE
Under 34 51.90%

35-49 21.10%
50-64 16.10%

65+ 10.90%

Please Note: This information was compiled based on our understanding of our
readers and information contained by the ABS for Star News Group from the
2021 Census data in relation to the combined Census areas of Hume &
Whittlesea which are covered by the Northern Star Weekly. It is a snapshot of
the region and Star News Group expects you to rely on your own commercial
judgement when using this information.

DISPLAY DEADLINES
Booking Thursday 12.00pm  
(6 days prior)
Supplied Material Tuesday 2.00pm

REAL ESTATE DEADLINES
Booking Thursday 11.00am
Supplied Material  
Monday 1.00pm

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINES
All Classifieds 
Friday 3pm

Advertising: (03) 8318 5777

Classifieds: 1300 666 808

westads@starweekly.com.au

starweekly.com.au/

Unit 6/1-9 Thomsons Road
Keilor Park, Vic 3042
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*SOURCE: Combination of estimated readership of print and digital editions; Google Analytics - 
northern.starweekly.com.au page views (average weekly for period 1 Jan - 2 Feb 2023 and 2 Feb 
2023) and Facebook Insights - facebook.com/NorthernStarWeekly followers (as at 12 Aug to  
13 Sept 2022).

Audience 33,799*
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