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Map to nowhere

THE

By Renee Wood

The region’s most popular community
newspaper the Mountain Views Star
Mail offers businesses the opportunity
to get their message to a local audience
alongside the latest unique local news,
information and features on topics of
interest to locals.

Alexandra

Immerse Vineyard owner Katie Myles said a
lot of sole traders are struggling and unable to
access government support.

DAVID MCKEE

“It would be great if they [State Government] could give us more industry specific
information about what things will look like
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Connect your business with the community

Many Yarra Valley businesses remain closed or on limited hours as they try and get through
lockdown six. 248738
Picture: Stewart ChaMberS

once we do reach 70 and 80 per cent second
dose vaccination rates. With that, we can properly prepare for when we can open back up
again,” Ms Myles said.
“The lockdown extension is another huge
blow to our business, but I don’t really know
what else we could have expected given the
situation we are in.”
The Premier did suggest on Friday 3 September, the government and health officials
are considering early luxuries for those who
are fully vaccinated such as sporting events
and outdoor dining.
However, tourism and travelling freely is
what most Yarra Valley businesses will be looking for.
“We’ve been really reliant on tourism because of the size of our cafe and we are a 70
seater cafe and we can take big groups and
trade really well off travelers, so we do really
need tourism back,” Ms Deveson said.
Grandma’s Gift Shoppe Imogen Renouf said
many visitors come to the region in spring.
“Because the weather’s nicer it brings a lot
more people to town and it’s normally a lot
busier. Definitely this time and heading up to
Christmas is definitely the most popular time
of the year,” Ms Renouf said.
“On average now we are selling $200 and
that’s just not going to pay any bills or employees, anything really. We need the outer community to come in, so we get sales.”
For now, businesses are relying solely on local trade and they’re very grateful for the community’s support.
“The locals have been incredible, I don’t
know how they’re doing what they’re doing.
They’re out every day supporting every single
cafe, trying a different cafe every day. So we’ve
been really lucky,” Ms Deveson said.
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YARRA VALLEY

Lockdown six continuing into September with
no road out for many businesses is yet another
tough path for Yarra Valley businesses to follow.
Premier Daniel Andrews announced a
roadmap on easing some restrictions for when
70 per cent of Victorians have received one
dose of the Covid-19 vaccine, but there was
little to smooth the sour taste of spring starting
in lockdown for many industries.
The roadmap included a ten kilometre travel limit, skate parks and outdoor gym equipment opening, two person personal training
sessions, private unoccupied real estate inspections and construction sites going to 50
per cent capacity if 90 per cent of staff have
had the jab.
Mr Andrews said other things could also be
added to the eased restrictions if inline with
health advice.
“We will look at a range of other things in
the intervening three weeks, we will look at
other outdoor rec activities that can be done
safely,” he said.
“I don’t have a list, we’re going to work
through those things carefully, and if there are
other things we can add to that list for the 23rd
of September we will.”
Willow and Jackson cafe owner Steph Deveson said she was disappointed hospitality
wasn’t looked at.
“I can’t open and I can’t see what the future is going to look like and I just assume that
we’re not going to open until November at the
rate we’re going,” Ms Deveson said.
The Yarra Valley’s flourishing wedding sector was also left at the altar with no plan insight.
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Sparkle in the Yarra Valley
The Mountain Views Star Mail is the local newspaper for the residents in the heart of the
Yarra Valley sweeping from Healesville to Yarra Glen and Marysville.
While the region has retained its strong agricultural focus, towns have also enjoyed a
family orientated resurgence as many have made their homes in the growing residential
developments that have been fuelled by the commercial development of the region and
the easy access to commercial centres in the eastern corridor.
Known for its beautiful views, as well as historic landmarks and internationally recognised
tourist destinations like the Healesville Sanctuary and world renowned wineries the area
is a popular setting for everyone who choses to live, work or play in the Yarra Valley.

Marysville
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Outer East Melbourne’s leading media options

Yarra Glen

Audience 23,055*

Healesville

Coldstream
Lilydale

*SOURCE: Combination of estimated readership of print and digital editions; Google Analytics mountainviews.mailcommunity.com.au views (average weekly for period 28 July - 28 Sept 2021) and
Facebook Insights - facebook.com/StarMailNewsYV followers (as at 28 September 2021).

A choice for all ages & incomes
OCCUPATIONS

Covering the following suburbs
and post codes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Alexandra.............................. 3714
Buxton.................................. 3711
Coldstream............................ 3770
Healesville............................. 3777
Lilydale................................. 3140
Marysville.............................. 3779
Yarra Glen............................. 3775

Technicians and Trades Workers 18.6%
Professionals 17.8%
Clerical and Administrative Workers 13.5%
Managers 12.8%
Community and Personal Service Workers 11.4%
Labourers 9.6%
Sales Workers 9.2%
Machinery Operators and Drivers 5.5%

AGE
Under 29
30 - 49
40 - 69
70+

37.5%
26.6%
26%
9.9%

HOUSEHOLD TYPE
1.1%
15.3%
36.1%

47.5%

 Couples with
Children
 Couples without
Children
 One Parent
Families
 Other Household
Arrangements

Please note: This information was compiled based on our understanding of our
readers and information compiled by the ABS for Star News Group from the
2016 Census. Census data in relation to the Yarra Ranges which is covered by
Star News Group. It is a snapshot of the region and Star News Group expects
you to rely on your own commercial judgement when using this information.
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