
The Maribyrnong & Hobsons Bay Star Weekly serves Melbourne’s south-western 
region with suburbs stretching from Footscray and Maidstone to Altona and 
Williamstown. The area attracts residents and visitors from all walks of life with 
its holistic combination of history, culture, industrial and bayside offerings. Key 
attractions are Williamstown’s maritime theme and Nelson Place, Footscray’s 
popular hip foodie precinct, the Maribyrnong River and many festivals and events 
held each year.

TERMS & CONDITIONS ADVERTISERS: See our terms and conditions at - starweekly.com.au/terms-and-conditions/ *Circulation: We use a third party supplier for the distribution of free 
publications and do not make any representation or warranty about the performance of this service. For details read section 16 of our terms and conditions at - starweekly.com.au/
terms-and-conditions/

The region’s most popular community 
newspaper the Maribyrnong & Hobsons 
Bay Star Weekly offers local businesses 
the opportunity to get their message into 
homes with their advertising message 
alongside the latest unique local news, 
sport results and features on topics of 
interest to locals.
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“5 star plus delivery of service in a timely manner.”

A need for 
cube speed
Are you the next speedcubing world 
champion? Hobsons Bay residents can 
learn more about the sport and see some 
of the country’s quickest speedcubers in 
action at the Speedcubing at Seaworks 
event on Saturday, March 18 and 
Sunday, March 19.

About 450 competitors of all ages will 
compete across a range of puzzle types 
from the classic three-by-three design to 
newer puzzles like the ‘skewb’, as well as 
a blindfolded event.

Speedcubing Australia president Kerrie 
Jarman said any spectators are welcome 
to visit the competition for free.

Ms Jarman said she fell in love with 
the sport after her 17-year-old son Myles 
started entering competitions in 2018.

“It’s a fascinating mix of fast brains 
and fast fingers,” she said. 

“I am still astounded by how quickly 
they can solve a puzzle.”

With 63 competitions under his 
belt, Myles is also looking forward to 
competing in the World Cube Association 
world championship in Seoul in August.

Details: www.worldcubeassociation.
org/competitions/
SpeedcubingatSeaworks2023Newport resident Myles Jarman’s quick thinking and fast fingers will be on show at Williamstown’s second annual speedcubing competition. 
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By Matthew Sims 

A Yarraville resident has described 
Maribyrnong council’s approval of a permit 
for the construction of multiple dwellings on 
a lot at 336 Nicholson Street as “ridiculous”, 
as residents believed the motion had been 
previously lost. 
Berry Street resident Bonnie Hamilton said 
while she  had a number of concerns about 
the development, its impact on her property’s 
exposure to sunlight was especially significant 
for her family. “We have two young kids who 
play in this backyard,” she said.

“Having only one to three hours sunlight 
for the majority of the year will be dreadful.”

During council’s Tuesday, February 28 
meeting, councillors voted in support of 
granting a permit, four votes to three.

The permit application has outlined plans 
for the construction of four dwellings on one 
lot, with each dwelling consisting of three 
bedrooms, open plan living areas and two car 
spaces, estimated to cost $1.5 million to build.

Despite being presented with a motion 
including a number of conditions resolving 
issues with the street setback and site 
coverage, the committee voted against the 
motion to grant the permit during its August 
2022 meeting, with the motion being lost five 
votes to two.

However, the council did not pass a motion 

to refuse the permit, meaning the original 
motion could return unchanged after three 
months had passed. Additional conditions 
included that amended plans be submitted 
back to Maribyrnong council for approval and 
vehicular crossings must be constructed and/
or modified to the road to suit the proposed 
driveways. The application was advertised 
and 18 objections were received relating to 
neighbourhood character, amenity, parking, 
legal right to use Parkes Lane, traffic volumes 
and overdevelopment.

Maribyrnong councillor Anthony Tran 
spoke in support of the permit approval and 
said while he appreciated there were grey 
areas, he said there was a need for more 

affordable housing. Mrs Hamilton said having 
the permit approved after believing the permit 
was lost was “very upsetting”.

“It just seems ridiculous,” she said.
Mrs Hamilton said she believed justifying 

the approval of the planning permit due to 
the value of providing affordable housing was 
“incorrect”.

“The council is supposed to be about 
protecting the future of the area.”

Nicholson Street resident Shaun Farrell said 
the proposal represented an overdevelopment 
of the subject land.

“[It] will result in visual and built form 
bulk that does not respect the neighbourhood 
character of the locality,” he said. 

Permit nod ‘ridiculous’ 

Connect your business with the community

PUBLISHED WEDNESDAY AND ONLINE 24/7

A choice for all ages & incomes

Print Advertising Deadlines

West Melbourne’s leading media options.

OCCUPATIONS
Labourers 7.10%
Professionals 32.40%
Community Personal Services 9.70%
Technicians & Trades 9.20%
Managers 15%
Clerical & Admin 12.50%
Sales Workers 7.20%
Machinery Operators & Drivers 5.10%

AGE
Under 34 48.60%

35-49 27.90%
50-64 15.60%

65+ 10.80%

Please Note: This information was compiled based on our understanding of our
readers and information contained by the ABS for Star News Group from the
2021 Census data in relation to the City of Maribyrnong and Hobsons Bay City
Council areas which is covered by the Maribyrnong & Hobsons Bay Star Weekly.
It is a snapshot of the region and Star News Group expects you to rely on your own
commercial judgement when using this information.

DISPLAY DEADLINES
Booking Thursday 12.00pm  
(6 days prior)
Supplied Material Tuesday 2.00pm

REAL ESTATE DEADLINES
Booking Thursday 11.00am
Supplied Material  
Monday 1.00pm

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINES
All Classifieds 
Tuesday 1.00pm

Advertising: (03) 8318 5777

Classifieds: 1300 666 808

westads@starweekly.com.au

starweekly.com.au/

Unit 6/1-9 Thomsons Road Keilor 
Park, Vic 3042
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*SOURCE: Combination of estimated readership of print and digital editions; Google Analytics - 
maribyrnonghobsonsbay. starweekly.com.au page views (average weekly for period 1 Jan - 2 Feb 
2023 and 2 Feb 2023) and Facebook Insights - facebook.com/ MaribyrnongStarWeekly followers 
(as at 12 Aug to 13 Sept 2022).

Audience 44,876*
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MARIBYRNONG & 
HOBSONS BAY

Covering the following suburbs 
and postcodes: 
• Altona ..............................................3018
• Altona Meadows ...............................3028
• Altona North.....................................3025
• Braybrook ........................................3019
• Brooklyn ..........................................3012
• Footscray .........................................3011
• West Footscray .................................3012
• Kingsville .........................................3012
• Laverton ..........................................3028
• Maidstone .......................................3012
• Maribyrnong  ....................................3032
• Newport ...........................................3015
• Seddon ............................................3011
• Spotswood  ......................................3028
• Williamstown ....................................3016
• Yarraville ..........................................3013

FAMILY COMPOSITION

 Couple family 
without children

 Couples family with 
Children

 One Parent Family
 Other Family

2023

41.80%

39.70%

15.40%

3.10%


