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Sculpture to
celebrate all
A sculpture celebrating artists of all
abilities has taken pride of place at
Geelong waterfront.
Christian Den Besten and Robert
Croft walked to the ‘I AM’ sculpture on
Monday to check out their handiwork as
two of 85 contributors to the project.
The sculpture fascinated other locals
out for daily exercise, according to
Christian’s art mentor Sharon Bromley.
“I said, ‘this is one of the artists’,” she
told the Independent.
“They were really interested in
his story and blown away by the
collaboration that went into the project.
“As we were walking away, I could
hear them explaining to other people
what it’s about and saying, ‘that’s one of
the artists over there – that’s Christian’.”
“They’re validated and taken seriously
as artists, and that’s really important.”
‘I AM’ is the work of Inverleigh
sculptor Mark Cuthbertson and features
text-based contributions from artists with
disabilities from across the region.
The sculpture will remain at Geelong
waterfront until February.

GREATER

GEELONG

By Luke Voogt

Community and business leaders have urged
state government to make Geelong a testing
ground for measures to ensure the city’s latest
lockdown, ending today, is its last.
Acting Geelong mayor Trent Sullivan threw
his support behind trialling policies such as
vaccine passports locally.
“We support exploring any option that could
further lift lockdowns,” Cr Sullivan said.
The percentage of fully-vaccinated people
in greater Geelong increased from 41.4 to 46.6
from August 27 to September 5.
Based on that increase, the municipality

could reach the federal government’s threshold
of 70 per cent for a limited reopening by
October 9.
The Geelong region as a whole could reach
that target sooner, due to high vaccination rates
in the Surf Coast and Queenscliff.
“We’ve got great faith in what our residents
are doing and everyone is putting their hand up
to get vaccinated,” Cr Sullivan said.
“If we keep going on the path we are on right
now … we should be in the clear.”
He also backed more targeted restrictions,
rather than locking down Geelong or
regional Victoria for “one or two cases”
– a sentiment echoed by Committee for

Geelong chief executive Jennifer Cromarty.
“More nuanced and targeted lockdowns are
absolutely the way forward,” she said.
The committee was in talks with state
government this week on plans to run a trial
in-person event for its 20th anniversary on
November 15, Ms Cromarty revealed.
“Partly because we think we could run
that event safely and partly because of our
vaccination rates,” she said.
Geelong Chamber of Commerce chief
executive Ben Flynn and his Tourism Greater
Geelong and Bellarine counterpart, Brett Ince,
also encouraged trial measures.
“We would welcome any pilot in Geelong

that allows us to open up and learn,” Mr
Flynn said.
“It would be amazing if it’s our last lockdown.
So many businesses are still significantly
impacted, to the point where it’s not worth
opening.”
The community and business leaders led
an online forum yesterday afternoon with
local businesspeople and state government
representatives after the Independent went to
press.
“We’ll hear first-hand from a number of
businesses about the impact of COVID-19 but
also the path to the other side,” Mr Ince said
prior to the meeting.

General Cosmetic & Preventative
Dentistry Including:
• Fillings • Check up, clean and polish
• Crowns & Bridges • Veneers
• X Rays • Extractions
• White Fillings • Fissure Seals
• Root Canal Treatment • Whitening
• Treatment under General Anesthesia

Dr Neha Raman
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116 Shannon Ave
(opposite Caltex) Geelong West
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• BULK BILLING FOR ELIGIBLE CHILDREN UNDER
THE MEDICARE SCHEME (CDBS)
• INTEREST FREE - NO CREDIT CHECKS PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE
• PREFERRED PROVIDER FOR NIB, CBHS & HCF
• WE ACCEPT ALL HEALTH FUNDS, CLAIM ON THE SPOT
• BARWON HEALTH VOUCHERS ACCEPTED
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Connect your business with the community
The regions most popular community
newspaper the Geelong Independent
offers local businesses the opportunity
to get their business in front of a large
local audience alongside the latest
unique local news, information and
features on topics of local interest.

Luke Voogt

Sharon Bromley, Christian Den Besten, Robert Croft and Stephen Oakes. (Ivan Kemp) 249754_04

Geelong’s last lockdown?

Geelong...
Unbeatable lifestyle Geelong enjoys an unbeatable lifestyle location between Melbourne
and the Great Ocean Road, with access to some of Victoria’s best beaches, golf courses
and food & wine trail. A new ring road, a flood of business investment and work on
suburbs to house around 60,000 extra residents prove Geelong is booming.
Victoria’s second largest city has earned State Government recognition as one of the
state’s premier growth centres.

Lara

The Geelong Independent truly connects people and communities in the region. The new
Geelong ring road coupled with significant development and investment in the area means
that Torquay, Anglesea, Aireys Inlet and Jan Juc now offer families the residential and
roads infrastructure to complement their beach lifestyle.
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PUBLISHED FRIDAY AND ONLINE 24/7

Greater Geelong’s Leading media options

Audience 107,296*

Leopold

*SOURCE: Combination of estimated readership of print and digital editions; Google Analytics geelongindy.com.au page views (average weekly for period 28 July - 28 Sept 2021) and Facebook
Insights - facebook.com/GeelongIndy followers (as at 28 September 2021).

A choice for all ages & incomes
OCCUPATIONS
Professionals 20.8%
Technicians and Trades Workers 15%
Community and Personal Service Workers 12.9%
Clerical and Administrative Workers 12.2%
Managers 10.7%
Sales Workers 10.5%
Labourers 10.3%
Machinery Operators and Drivers 6%

AGE
Under 29
29-49
49-69
70+

37.2%
25.4%
24.5%
12.9%

HOUSEHOLD TYPE
1.4%
17.3%
39.1%

42.2%

 Couples with
Children
 Couples without
Children
 One Parent
Families
 Other Household
Arrangements

Please Note: This information was compiled based on our understanding of our
readers and information contained by the ABS for Star News Group from the 2011
Census data in relation to the City of Greater Geelong, part of which is covered by
the Geelong Indy. It is a snapshot of the region and Star News Group expects you
to rely on your own commercial judgement when using this information.

Print Advertising Deadlines
Display (EGN) Booking Deadline:

5pm Monday Prior

Advertising: 03 5249 6700

advertising@geelongindependent.com.au

Classifieds: 1300 666 808

starnewsgroup.com.au

Classified Advertising Booking Deadline

Trades: 5pm Monday prior
General: 2pm Wednesday prior

1/47 Pakington Street,
Geelong West, Victoria 3218

TERMS & CONDITIONS ADVERTISERS: See our terms and conditions at - https://geelongindy.com.au/terms-and-conditions/ *Circulation: We use a third party supplier for the distribution of free publications
and do not make any representation or warranty about the performance of this service. For details read section 16 of our terms and conditions at - https://geelongindy.com.au/terms-and-conditions/
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