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Run in Sun 
shines for Lyn
By Liam Emerton 
Gladstone resident Lyn Boyd touched the lives 
of many locals and this year’s Run in the Sun 
event was dedicated in her honor. After having to cancel the event last year 
the Hot Rods were back on display and when 
the clouds parted and halted the rain Reef City 
Rod and Custom Inc president John LaFave 
thanked Lyn for having a word with the big 
man upstairs. 
 

For the full story and pictures 
 

see page 12 and 13

Gladstone’s ownBy Jackie Dobson  
Gladstone residents can now purchase their 
very own weekly newspaper in stores across 
the region with  the official launch of Glad-
stone Today.

While CQ Today had been available in the 
harbour city since last year, Gladstone To-
day manager David Richardson said he was 
pleased to introduce a stand-alone newspaper 
for the Gladstone region that provides relevant 
local content.  “When we first started we were 
looking at having one paper for the whole of 

Central Queensland but the people and the 
businesses insisted they have their own,” he 
said.

“So, that’s what we have been working to-
wards over the last couple of months and to-
day is the day.” 

Gladstone Regional Council Mayor Matt 
Burnett said it is fantastic to have a weekly 
newspaper back that people can actually pick 
up and buy.

“When other newspapers stopped publica-
tion right around Queensland it was a sad day 

for real journalism, it was a shame. “I once owned a newspaper for many years 
and I have a journalism background so I very 
much enjoy reading the news articles.  “Gladstone Today is a great publication 

that is all about the community and is obvi-
ously going to get more and more Gladstone 
focused.

“I look forward to reading future editions.”Gladstone Mayor Matt Burnett welcomes Gladstone Today.

After a long delay, Gladstone Region resi-dents were finally able to commemorate the Brisbane to Gladstone Yacht Race on the weekend of July 3-4.

Postponed after Easter’s COVID-19 scare, the rescheduled Brisbane to Gladstone Vil-lage event saw attendees enjoy crowd favou-rites including the Yachtsman’s Long Lunch, 

Line Crossing Party and Seafood Festival at the Lord Street Parklands. 
Turn to Pages 29 and 36  

for more photos

What a big weekend of nautical fun

Member for Gladstone Glenn Butcher’s table at the Ship & Sail Yachtsman’s Long Lunch on the weekend.

Trauma Teddies turns 30 Seafood Festival Fun
PAGE 14 
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Sales loss 
cuts deep
By Sean Fox 
Gladstone Newsagency has reportedly suf-
fered a 90 per cent sales loss in recent times 
due to the delayed completion of revitalisation 
works outside their premises on Goondoon St.After waiting a matter of months for a new 

footpath scheme, the retailer says they’ve seen 
a diminished amount of foot traffic through 
their doors. 
 

Read both perspectives in our 
 

comprehensive report inside
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leading the revival in regional news in Qld.
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Call into our 
showroom and 

discover the comfort 
and affordability a 
wood fire offers.

Honoured in 
street name
Southern Downs Regional Council has passed 
a motion to name three new access roads at 
Warwick Aerodrome. The roads will be called 
Ronald Way, Jean Burns Drive, and Valerie Way.

Names for the three roads, which are ac-
cess roads into the Warwick Aerodrome west-
ern hangar subdivision, were suggested by the 
community.

Ronald Way is being named in honour of 
Ron Bellingham, who has a long history with 
flying in the area.
 For more turn to page 3

‘Nothing new’
Southern Downs Regional Council has estab-
lished a new advisory committee, which May-
or Vic Pennisi said will help the council tackle 
challenges associated with waste, population 
growth, and income.

The council voted to adopt Terms of Refer-
ence for the Southern Downs Innovation and 
Development Committee at an ordinary meet-
ing on 26 May.

Cr Pennisi said last week that while he 
hadn’t yet met with the committee, its mem-
bers had been established.
 See story on page 6
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Top of the towns
The Southern Downs has recorded the second-
largest growth in capital to regional migration 
of all local government areas in Australia, sig-
nifying to some an urgent need for develop-
ment and innovation.

In partnership with the Commonwealth 
Bank of Australia, the Regional Australia Insti-

tute used banking data to produce an analysis 
of domestic migration - compiling its findings 
in a ‘regional movers index’.

Released on Monday 28 June, the index 
identified migration from capital cities to re-
gional areas was at its highest level since 2018.

In the March 2021 quarter, Noosa and South-

ern Downs were identified as the top two local 
government areas experiencing inward migra-
tion from capitals - Noosa recording 49 percent 
growth and Southern Downs 44 percent.

Stanthorpe and Granite Belt Chamber of 
Commerce Secretary Amanda Harrold said the 
new research reiterated the need for strong lo-

cal infrastructure to handle growth.
“A silver lining of the Covid-19 pandemic 

is Australians’ newfound appreciation for the 
lifestyle offered in the regions, and Stanthorpe 
is well placed to benefit from that realisation,” 
Amanda said.
 Story on page 4

Club on ‘cloud nine’
The keys to a brand new ride-on 
mower were officially handed over to 
Warwick Aero Modellers on Thursday 
24 June by Southern Downs Mayor Vic 
Pennisi and Councillor Andrew Gale.

The club was announced a recipi-
ent of a one-off $5000 grant for the 
purchase of the equipment just last 
month, much to members’ delight.
 Read the full story on page 3
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Special offer for
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- Comprehensive

  examination
- X-rays
- Scale & Polish
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Hospital spat 
It’s been a big week for news on the new Bund-

aberg Hospital, with two fired-up MPs going at 

it and millions of dollars from the State Budget 

flowing towards the project. 

The LNP Burnett MP questioned the State 

Government’s intentions and hurled accusa-

tions that the government was walking away 

from committing to a hospital with level five 

services.  

Labor’s Bundaberg MP wasted no time in 

quashing these comments and having a good 

go at his Burnett rival.

 Check out the full stoush on page 5

Club saved
Damaged beyond repair in 2010, the 

Moore Park Life Saving Club will finally 

again see it’s day in the sun, with a huge 

$800,000 commitment from the State 

Government to build a new clubhouse.

The timing is perfect for the surf club 

and Moore Park Beach community, with 

the council expressing its desire to fund 

public facilities to complement the new 

building. 

Council cash forms stage one of the 

Moore Park Beach Masterplan, which 

aims to revitalise the entire foreshore 

area and boost the whole community.

 Read the full story on page 7

Our first Enrolments Guide
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Olympic dreams
Olympic and Commonwealth Games dreams 

could become a reality thanks to the new $45 

million Bundaberg Regional Aquatic Centre. 

Talks and advocacy are already underway 

between Bundaberg’s Mayor and Queensland 

2032 Olympic bid organisers, with the council 

and the State Government pushing hard for 

Olympic training bases in Bundaberg.

The commitment from the powers that be 

for top-level games and athletes isn’t a pipe 

dream, according to the Bundaberg Swim 

Academy, bolstered by the appearance of three 

Bundaberg swimmers at the Tokyo Olympic 

Swimming Trials as we speak.

The academy’s coach, who also happens 

to be the father of one the boys competing at 

the Olympic trials, said Bundaberg Regional 

Council could secure Australian Champion-

ships and Olympic or Commonwealth Game 

trials - if it played its cards right. 

Construction on the $45 million FINA-stan-

dard Bundaberg Regional Aquatic Centre will 

start next year and is pegged for completion in 

2024. 
The timeline for construction has been ac-

celerated with a $13 million funding commit-

ment from the State Government to help fund 

stage one.

Beyond reaching for Bundaberg’s place on 

the national and international sporting arena, 

the new aquatic centre will be built to cater for 

everyone in the community, including those 

with a disability.

 Read the full story on page 3

Fresh Taste

Amanda Giles from Giles Herb Farm showcases her array of fresh butters and herb bouquets. Picture: MIKE KNOTT PHOTOGRAPHY

Plenty of early-risers braved a cool winter 

morning in search of delicious fresh pro-

duce and the chance to chat with grow-

ers, bakers and gelato-makers at the Taste 

Farmers Market.

Alexandra Park alongside the Burnett 

River made an ideal backdrop for visi-

tors to appreciate the diversity of delights 

available from throughout the region at 

just one of the many Taste Bundaberg Fes-

tival events held from 11 to 20 June.

 For complete coverage and plenty of 

 social photographs, see pages 21, 45-47

Waves from $45m pool splash swell...

Daniel & Kristy-Lee Anderson
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A time for tanks  
By Matthew Pearce 

Central Queensland leaders are calling in the 

troops, with local councils joining the push to 

relocate an armoured unit to Rockhampton.

Senator Matt Canavan first raised the 

question of moving the Enoggera Armoured 

Cavalry Unit from Brisbane to CQ in Sen-

ate Estimates earlier this year - a move that 

would bring significant flow-on benefits to 

the region.

Local stakeholders came together for the 

first time last Friday to prepare a pitch to the 

Department of Defence. There were represen-

tatives from Rockhampton Regional Council, 

Livingstone Shire Council, Advance Rock-

hampton, Regional Development Australia 

Central and Western Queensland, Capricorn 

Enterprise, and the Capricornia Chamber of 

Commerce, as well as MP Michelle Landry and 

Senator Canavan.

Rockhampton Mayor Tony Williams said 

the meeting with all the region’s ‘big players’ 

was about CQ becoming ‘defence ready’.

“Back in 2015-16, the economy from de-

fence was $6,250,000 in our region yet in 

Townsville it was over $611 million,” he said.

“You can clearly see the benefits of having 

a military presence in the region and what it 

means for our community, our businesses and 

our local economy.”

Livingstone Mayor Andy Ireland said the 

real benefit the region wasn’t the military itself 

but the industries that supported it - “those 

industries, those employees, that productivity 

for the region that comes following a military 

presence”.

“Livingstone is home to the premier mili-

tary training area in the world and obviously 

we’re delighted to be involved in this, whether 

the military stage a significant presence here 

or a smaller presence that they can build on 

later,” he said.

“I don’t think any of the regional councils 

are concerned by the size of the presence, it’s 

getting them here.”

 
Turn to page 5 for the full story

CQ stakeholders want permanent military presence so it’s...

Fighting for

Tamil family 
Banana Shire Mayor Nev Ferrier says the com-

munity won’t stop fighting to Bring Biloela’s 

Tamil family home.

After more than 18 months on Christmas 

Island, the Murugappan family will move into 

community detention in Perth while they pur-

sue legal action to allow them to stay in the 

country permanently. Priya Murugappan has 

already been at the bedside of daughter Thar-

nicaa, 3, while she recovers from a blood infec-

tion.

 
See the full story on page 11 

Big showing
By Matthew Pearce 

About 30,000 people passed through the gates 

of the 2021 Rockhampton Show last week.

Ringmaster Ellen Smith said while the 

numbers were 10,000 less than the 2019 show, 

the event was still very successful.

“Normally if it’s a Beef year (Beef Australia), 

there’s not a big attendance at the show but we 

were really happy with the 30,000 people who 

attended considering that and Covid,” she said.

 Turn to pages 3 and 6 for more 

 
show stories and check out 

 
pages 3 and 9 for event photos
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Sam Hughes stopped by the Rockhampton Agricultural Show on his trip around Australia to raise money for various causes. 

A teen travelling around the country in a 

1960s model tractor has made a pitstop 

in Rockhampton.

Sam Hughes shared details of his in-

spiring journey as he met with crowds at 

the Rockhampton Agricultural Show last 

Thursday.

Taking the road less travelled by in his 

old but trusty tractor, the 18 year-old has 

already raised $11,000 for Dolly’s Dream, 

$9000 for the Royal Flying Doctor Service 

and $2000 for Drought Angels.

 For the full story, turn to page 6

Tractor teen 

stops in CQ
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For the second year in a row Ipswich City Coun-

cil have hit homeowners with a modest rates 

rise, but Mayor Teresa Harding assures resi-

dents the extra funds will go towards “securing 

the future Ipswich deserves”. 

Council handed down a huge $530 million 

2021-22 Annual Budget which had a significant 

focus on local infrastructure, with $156 million 

for its capital works program and $54.5 million 

for maintaining, upgrading and expanding the 

region’s road network. Residential property 

rates will increase by 2.75 per cent ($0.94 cents 

per week) and a standard 1 percent rate rise will 

be imposed on commercial properties.

 
STORIES PAGES 8-9

Rates to rise

Calls for the Cronulla Sharks to relocate to 

Brisbane by Queensland Rugby League Chair-

man Bruce Hatcher have not gone down well 

with some fans in a suggested move that could 

kill the Jets bid for a 2023 NRL team.

The Jets and the other three teams bid-

ding for an NRL berth in 2023 were denied 

the chance to give formal presentations to the 

NRL on Monday after NRLC Chairman Peter 

V’landys postponed the meeting due to the 

everchanging Covid-19 situation. V’landys is 

still confident that expansion will be on the 

agenda in 2023 despite Covid-19 having a huge 

financial impact on the NRL.

 
STORY PAGE 54

Bid curve ball

Deondre Huff and Mahailiyah Huff playing with the magic mirror.

In a country first, the Ipswich City Council 

has opened a Children’s Library, dedicated 

solely to young ones. The library officially 

opened on Monday 28 June to coincide 

with the first week of school holidays.

 
STORY PAGE 15 

It’s a first... just for kids

Creep in the night
By Kate Dodd 

A young Flinders View mother is warning resi-

dents to make sure their doors are locked after 

finding a man in her children’s rumpus room. 

The woman, who wished to remain anony-

mous, said she discovered the man after get-

ting up in the middle of the night to check on 

her sick 11-month-old baby. “He’s unwell so 

my husband and I were doing the tag team, 

you know cuddle him back to sleep, and I tip-

toed out and noticed a light on in the rumpus 

room,” she told Ipswich News Today. 

“I thought my husband must have turned 

it on so I went to turn it off and as soon as I 

turned to walk in I saw this strange man in the 

room.
“I just got chills down my back and my body 

went into shut-down mode and I screamed 

bloody murder.” 

The woman said her scream alerted the 

burglar and he “tripped over his feet” trying to 

get out.

 
STORY PAGE 3
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By Abbey Cannan 

Noosa’s tourism operators have been dealt an-
other devastating blow with a snap lockdown 
during the school holidays.

Noosa Mayor Clare Stewart urged the com-
munity to stay calm and follow the latest CO-
VID restrictions in place for Noosa and the 
south-east.

“Our community has done a tremendous 
job during COVID and this latest three day 
lockdown is another wake up call for all of us,” 
she said.

“It’s important we remain cautious and fol-
low the Queensland Health directives.

“This means only leave home for four rea-
sons which are available on the Queensland 
Health website and if you do need to leave 
home then please wear a mask and adhere to 
all other Covid safe measures.”

Cr Stewart acknowledged the three-day 
lockdown during school holidays was po-
tentially the worst-case scenario for the local 
tourist industry.

“These are uncertain times for all of us and 
our tourism businesses are the first to bear the 
brunt of this evolving COVID situation, how-
ever we need to unite and support each other 
and that includes buying local where we can,” 
she said.

Cr Stewart called on the State and Federal 
Governments to provide additional support 
to all businesses in the wake of the latest lock-
down.

“Our operators are under pressure both fi-
nancially and emotionally and the lockdown 
will again shatter the confidence of many busi-
ness owners,” Cr Stewart said.

“I understand the reasons for the decisive 
action from the Premier and it’s important we 
take this seriously,” she said.

“If you feel unwell or have any symptoms, 
please get tested.

“Testing is absolutely essential to ensure 
that all positive cases are captured as early as 
possible. So please check the list of exposure 
sites and follow Qld Health directions.”

Tourism Noosa CEO Melanie Anderson said 
they are asking all visitors to Noosa to abide by 
the requirement and either stay in a lock down 
state in their current accommodations or re-
turn immediately home.

“This news is a devastating blow to our in-
dustry, and incredibly bad timing considering 
it is the school holidays, but we are at a critical 
point in this COVID outbreak, and we all need 
to follow the health advice,” Ms Anderson said.

“Ideally, if anyone is feeling sick, I urge you 
to get tested and help prevent a full blown out-
break - which would be a tragic turn of events 
for our industry. “For our industry operators, 
please ensure that you refer to the Queensland 
Government Health website for advice, and 
Tourism Noosa will continue to send updates 
as soon as we know anything.

“In the meantime, for the next three days, 
take a break from cooking and lining up at the 
shopping centre and consider supporting our 
local restaurants and cafes and grab some take 
away food.

“Our food and beverage industry will no 
doubt appreciate your support.

“Whilst Noosa won’t be inviting visitors to 
our region for the next couple of days, we are 
all very hopeful that the pre-emptive action by 
the government will pay dividends and we will 
be back to ‘COVID normal’ as soon as possible.”

The lockdown began 6pm Tuesday and con-

tinues until 6pm Friday 2 July, following the dis-
covery of additional cases of community trans-
fer in Queensland.
Noosa residents can only leave home for one 
of these four reasons:
1. To buy essentials such as groceries or medi-

cations
2. Work or study if you can’t do either from 

home
3. Exercise in your local area 
4. Healthcare or to provide help, care or support

Masks are required whenever you leave 
home.

A number of free COVID-19 testing clinics 
are open across Noosa.Sullivan & Nicolaides 
offers covid testing at a number of clinics 
across Noosa. 4Cyte operates a Walk-In clinic 
for covid testing at their 22 Doonella Street 
Tewantin clinic. To know other sites, visit 
Queensland  Health’s website.

COVID-19 vaccinations have commenced 
in Noosa. Find out if you are eligible for the 
vaccine and how to book a vaccine at www.
vaccinebookings.health.qld.gov.au

As the situation can change rapidly, make 
sure to stay updated via www.covid19.qld.gov.
au 
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Here we go again

Tourists mask up in Hastings Street on Tuesday.  Picture: Rob Maccoll
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Covid crossroadsBy Neesha Sinnya 
Covid-19 has created a ‘new way of life’ for many of us, with mask-wearing, contact trac-ing, and social distancing all familiar practices. The vaccine rollout has also begun in the 

Burnett region and a new health direction will make it mandatory for aged care workers to receive the jab. While many Australians are lining up to receive their vaccine, there is a mi-nority of vocal people who are against it. Lo-cals who oppose the jab held a protest against 

the mandate in Kingaroy. This is despite only two deaths being directly linked to the Co-vid-19 vaccine, and millions of doses being administered across the nation. The United Nations Department of Eco-nomic and Social Affairs stated economic re-

covery and vaccination rates go hand in hand. This week we dived deep into the protest-ers’ claims, the reasons why we need to ob-serve safety measures, and the statistics be-hind the virus and the vaccine.  
More on pages 8 and 9

By Neesha Sinnya 
The South Burnett is making its mark on the food tourism scene with a combination of freshly grown produce, wineries, and fine din-ing options impressing tourists from across Queensland. 

The Taste the Trail ride on Saturday 10 July, aimed to showcase what the region has to offer in the cycling and food sector to more than 50 eager ‘foodie’ cyclists. 
South Burnett Food Ambassador Jason Ford said despite the looming rain in the days prior, the bright blue skies and lush, green landscape made the anticipation well worth it. The riders tasted capers from the Bunya Red Farm, rosella iced tea in Memerambi, lo-cal produce from the Farm 2 Fork Collective, and peanut products from Plenty Foods before finishing off the morning with a meal from the Bacon Fest committee.  Read more about the morning of  cycling and food on pages 7, 50 to 51

Foodies’ ride

CELEBRATING FOOD: Organisers Nancy Jayde, Jason Ford, and Tina Torrens were overwhelmed by the positive response from riders.  
Picture: NEESHA SINNYA
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48 FITZROY STREET, WARWICK   Ph: 07 4661 3900

OLSEN’S

12465829-CG42-20

GO WHERE THE TRADIES GO

FREE INSIDE
Check out the July issue of our full-gloss ‘Southern Living & Real Estate’ magazine - free inside this week. We take a look at a date with dragons - that makes a fun night out, plus what to expect during Jumper and Jazz in July, what’s happening on the Warwick and Stanthorpe art gallery scene and more - plus hot property on the market right now in our region ...  

FREE THIS WEEK

Thursday, 24 June, 2021

A Star News Group Publication 
Phone: 07 4661 9800   Trades and Classifieds: 1300 666 808

Incorporating the Southern Free Times

PAGE 9
PAGE 10

‘Snow’ 
much fun in  
Stanthorpe

PAGES 33-35

Casey’s Spin  
on sport

Next dam stepsSouthern Downs Regional Council has re-ceived an application to mine nearly half a million tonnes of clay at Pikedale for Granite Belt Water’s Emu Swamp Dam project.The proposed development would operate for two to three years, and would help to form a 24-metre-high rock-filled clay-core dam wall 

on the Severn River between Fletcher Road and Emu Swamp Road.
Applicant South Queensland Lime Pty Ltd, a Gore-based producer of limestone prod-ucts, engaged Groundwork Plus Pty Ltd to prepare a development application for the mining project to the council, which was sub-

mitted earlier this month.
It was proposed a temporary clay extrac-tion pit would be established on a rural prop-erty located on Pikedale Lane at Pikedale, 50 kilometres north-west of the proposed Emu Swamp Dam site.

The clay pit project planning report sub-

mitted to the council stated the Granite Belt Irrigation Project (Emu Swamp Dam project) was the subject of a successful Environmen-tal Impact Statement, which identified quarry and sand extraction areas within the dam in-undation area.
 

Story on page 3

Barnaby’s  
back on top

St Joey’s world’s bestA Stanthorpe school is one of the first in the world to be recognised as a Visible Learn-ing+ Certified School.
St Joseph’s School joins only two others 

in Australia and is one of just eight schools across the world who have Level Three Vis-ible Learning+ Certified School status. 
Read more on page 10

LET OUR FAMILY 
BUILD YOUR
FAMILY HOME

oakvalehomes.com.au

• Homes
• Sheds

• Gympie
• Maryborough

1300 795 625
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4.99% P.A. FINANCE T.A.P. ON ALL NEW RANGER AND GENERALS

POLARIS EOFY DEALS ON NOW AT WIDEBAY MOTORCYCLES GYMPIE

570 HD EPS ADC

$1,000 FREE ACCESSORIES^^

$1,000 MIN TRADE ON YOUR OLD ATV^
OR

$17,495* 44 HP

SPEED KEY READY

ELECTRONIC POWER 

STEERING

SEAT BELT INTERLOCK

HEAVY DUTY 
FEATURES

VERSATRAC TURF MODE

ENGINE BRAKING SYSTEM &  

ACTIVE DESCENT CONTROL (ADC)

DUMP BOX CAPACITY 227KG 

IN STORE NOW FOR  

IMMEDIATE  
SUPPLY

2 Hall Rd, Glanmire (Gympie)  |  07 5483 8063  |  www.widebaymotorcycles.com.au

+

*Offer ends 30/6/21 or while stocks last. Offer only available at participating Polaris Dealers. Not valid with any other offer. Excludes fleet clients. ^Any brand ATV is eligible for the additional $1,000 trade-in bonus excluding all models under 225cc. The Quad Bike traded must be complete and in running and riding order with no significant damage apart from normal wear and tear. Limit one trade-in per Ranger 570 HD EPS ADC purchase or at dealer 

discretion. ^^Accessories offer only valid with the purchase of a new RANGER 570 HD EPS ADC. +Finance offer is available on chattel mortgage to approved ABN holders (3+ years ABN Registration and trading) for business purposes and subject to credit approval at DLL’s discretion. A one-off fee ($440.00 establishment fee) terms and conditions and exclusions apply. Polaris Finance is provided by De Lage Landen Pty Limited ABN 20 101 692 040. 12
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Recent articles in Gympie Today - in-

cluding last week’s revalation that a man 

was facing 14 charges over horrific abuse 

- inspired a domestic violence survivor 

to share his story in his own words.

“I guess I allowed these things to hap-

pen not only because there wasn’t really 

anything I could do about them anyway, 

but because I probably believed that this 

was all I was good for.” The worst mo-

ment, he says, is when a child realises he 

cannot trust his own family.

 
STORY PAGE 4

DV victim 
speaks out

A true love 
never dies
Gympie’s Steve Clunes never knew his daugh-

ter, who was adopted out in South Australia in 

1968, when he was 15.

But a combination of changed laws and 

Facebook helped them prove something spe-

cial about the bond between dads and their 

daughters, one that spans generations and 

heals all wounds.

Mr Clunes’ daughter, Jodie Baldwin, is now 

in her 50s and has three children of her own.

And after all that time, she has found the 

father she never knew and the love that never 

dies.
 

STORY PAGE 7

The girls ruled the track as Gymp-

ie Turf Club hosted the first TAB 

meeting in its long history - dat-

ing back to the gold rush days - on 

Saturday.

It took until the final race for a 

male jockey to salute, with Irish-

man Chris Meehan winning the 

feature Veterans Cup on Bam-

balam.
Before that, Isabella Teh rode a 

winning double and Melea Castle, 

Rhiannon Payne and Shannyn Ste-

pha also found the winner’s stall.

 FULL COVERAGE PAGES 35-37

Girls rule

Winning Jockey Isabella Teh is all smiles coming back to scale on HMAS Gympie Maiden Plate winner Stormtrooper.  Picture: SHANE ZAHNER

Win Gympie Muster tickets
paGe 31

INSIDe

24-page 
Health Magazine

Friday, 25 June, 2021

Phone: 5321 3050   Trades and Classifieds: 1300 666 808 

$3.00 Inc. GST

Blow to the heart
By Donna Jones 

Putting on a brave face at the closure of the 

Gympie Region Volunteer Centre this week 

was coordinator Carley O’Donnell.

She’s wrapping up her vital role at the heart 

of the community; linking Gympie’s volunteer-

ing community with the organisations that so 

desperately rely on them, because funding 

from the federal Department of Social Services 

has dried up.

“Over the past five or six years I’ve placed 

thousands of volunteers and helped dozens of 

organisations. I’ve had a hand in starting proj-

ects in the area like OzHarvest, One Billion Ris-

ing, three projects with the Flexible Learning 

Centre, a youth mentoring program.  But it’s 

still pretty sad to have to say goodbye.”

In place of the GRVC and 52 separate or-

ganisations like it across the country, the De-

partment is funnelling all the previous fund-

ing to the peak bodies in each state to deliver 

all volunteering services online.

An independent report made the recom-

mendation after determining the centres were 

not financially sustainable.

Sadly, for the regions, especially Gympie, 

this means bad news.

 
STORY PAGE 3

Eidsvold’s Reconciliation Day Massive grant wave announcedPAGE 4
PAGE 54

Who can you trust to sell 
your place?

WE’LL LOOK AFTER YOU
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$39,590

12499716-NG25-21

*Includes steel tray, steel bull bar, tow bar. Pricing valid, ready for 
June delivery.
ªTerms & Conditions apply, see your dealer for details. Pricing Valid 
till 30th June 2021. ˆPlease check with your accountant or 
ATO.gov.au website for details.

www.kenmillsmahindra.com.au
KEN MILLS MAHINDRA81 - 87 River Road, KingaroyPH: (07) 4164 9282

Thursday, 17 June, 2021

Phone: 4182 0450   Trades and Classifieds: 1300 666 808 

$2.50 Inc. GST

Peanut perfectionBy Julian Lehnert 
With 2021’s peanut season coming to a close across Queensland, farmers in the Burnett say they are looking forward to one of the best har-vests in recent memory.

Dairy- and food company Bega, which bought Kingaroy’s Peanut Company of Austra-lia in 2018 in an effort to make headways into the industry, reported last week that almost all of its suppliers in the Wide Bay-Burnett region have completed their harvests for the year, 

claiming that this season’s crop is among the best in the past five years.
“While Australian peanut growers have faced, and continue to face, challenging grow-ing conditions, we’re extremely grateful that this year’s peanut harvest is predicted to be 

the best in the last five years,“ Bega’s Executive General Manager, Adam McNamara, said.

 Read about the journey of the Burnett’s  very own peanut farmers on page 50 

Darrin and Ben Rackemann have operated their Coalstoun Lakes farm for five generations. 240798  

Picture: ContRiButeD



Growing 
opportunities 
in agriculture
Australia is set for record farm 
production of $66.3 billion forecast in 
2020/21 (ABARES) and investment 
in agriculture is breaking new 
records. Queensland Farmer Today 
reaches many of the farmers, ag 
service businesses and other primary 
producers at the grass roots of the 
agriculture boom.



 and 

Distribution 
Areas
Burnett and Warwick

Surat

Chinchilla

Crows 
NestDalby

OakeyJondaryan

PittsworthMoonie

Millmerran Clifton
Allora

Warwick
Killarney

Goondiwindi
Stanthorpe

Texas
Ballandean

Toowoomba

Miles

Roma



Southern 
Queensland
The Southern Queensland edition covers 
some of the richest and most prized 
farmland in Australia, from the Darling, 
Southern and Western Downs to the 
food-bowl of the Burnett region. We cover 
the best premium beef cattle, sheep and 
cotton production country in the world, from 
the cotton fields of St George to the award 
winning wineries of Stanthorpe and across 
to Kingaroy, the peanut capital of Australia.  



CQ and Wide Bay edition 
coming in 2022



Connect with

Size Dimensions Price

Full page 377mm H x 261mm W $1800

1/2 page 187mm H x 261mm W or 377mm H x 129mm W  $990

1/4 page 92mm H x 261mm W or 187mm H 129mm W  $540

1/8 page 92mm H x 129mm W  $292.50 

1/16 page 1/16 page 92mm H x 63mm W  $157.50

10% discount for 6 month buy. 20% discount for 12 month buy.  All prices including GST. 

RATES AS BELOW


