
Wyndham Star Weekly covers the city located on the western edge of Melbourne 
and covers an area of 542km² and features 27.4km of coastline. Wyndham 
features major tourism attractions including the Werribee Park and Mansion, 
State Rose Garden, Werribee Open Range Zoo, Equestrian Centre, Harbour 
Marina, Point Cook Coastal Park and the RAAF.

The key industrial precincts are Laverton North and Truganina and the key 
industries are manufacturing and logistics. 

Wyndham is a designated growth area of Melbourne, currently ranked as the 
third fastest growing local government area in Victoria. Wyndham has a growing 
and diverse population and growth has been rapid and forecasts indicate the 
population will be in excess of 330,000 by 2031.

TERMS & CONDITIONS ADVERTISERS: See our terms and conditions at - starweekly.com.au/terms-and-conditions/ *Circulation: We use a third party supplier for the distribution of free publications and do 
not make any representation or warranty about the performance of this service. For details read section 16 of our terms and conditions at - starweekly.com.au/terms-and-conditions/

The region’s most popular community 
newspaper the Wyndham Star Weekly 
offers local businesses the opportunity to 
get their message into homes with their 
advertising message alongside the latest 
unique local news, sport results and 
features on topics of interest to locals.

WYNDHAM

Covering the following suburbs 
and postcodes: 
• Hoppers Crossing  ............................3029
• Laverton North  ................................3026
• Little River  ......................................3211
• Point Cook  ......................................3030
• Sanctuary Lakes  ..............................3030
• Seabrook  ........................................3028
• Tarneit  ............................................3029
• Truganina  ........................................3029
• Werribee  .........................................3030
• Werribee South ................................3030
• Williams Landing  .............................3027
• Wyndham Vale  .................................3024

428 Old Geelong Road, Hoppers Crossing
12464496-JW41-20

NEW AWARD WINNING COFFEE BEANS!
Fresh smoothies, milkshakes,  
toasties, muffins and more!
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SUBSCRIBE to our DIGITAL EDITION - It's FREE

By Alesha Capone

A mother who deliberately drove into a 
Wyndham Vale lake, killing three of her 
children, has had her original sentence reduced 
for a second time.

Akon Guode drove into the lake on Manor 
Lakes Boulevard, on April 8, 2015, killing her 
four-year-old twins Hangar and Madit and 
16-month-old son Bol. Guode’s five-year-old 
daughter survived.

Bol was rescue from the car but was later 
pronounced dead at hospital.

Killer’s sentence reduced

The hippos and rhinos at Werribee Open 
Range Zoo are looking fresh and fabulous 
after enjoying pampering routines last 
week.

Zookeepers gave six southern white 
rhinoceros and five hippopotamuses 
hydrating skincare treatments, as the 
state prepares for a warm and windy 
spring. 

The rhinos underwent full body 
mud-masks, while the hippos were 
misted with bath oil and treated with 
manuka honey ointment to prevent dry, 
chapped skin.

Werribee Open Range Zoo savannah 
keeper Laura Harbridge, said both the 
rhinos and hippos – who are native to 
subtropical Africa where summer seasons 
are typically wet and humid – required 
skincare treatment.  “Hippos produce an 
oily secretion that absorbs some UV light, 
acting a little like sunscreen, and helps 
them split their time in water and on 
land,” Ms Harbridge said.

 “We give this natural process a 
helping hand with the oil spray and 
ointment to keep their skin healthy and 
hydrated. 

 “The oil we use is perfume and 
preservative free, so it’s healthy for the 
hippos’ skin and the organisms that live 
in their three bathing pools.” (P
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In 2017, the Supreme Court sentenced Guode 
to 26.5 years’ jail with a non-parole period of 
20 years, after she pleaded guilty to one charge 
of infanticide, two charges of murder and one 
charge of attempted murder.

The court heard that Guode, a refugee, had 
suffered severe psychological trauma and 
symptoms of depression after experiencing the 
civil war in South Sudan, including watching 
the murder of her husband and being raped 
until she fell unconscious.

In 2018, the Court of Appeal re-sentenced 
Guode to 18 years’ jail with a non-parole 

period of 14 years. The state’s Director of Public 
Prosecutions appealed the decision and the 
case was heard at the High Court in March this 
year. The High Court ordered Guode to return 
to the Court of Appeal.

The Court of Appeal re-heard the matter 
on September 25, and issued its decision last 
Wednesday, September 30. 

The same three Court of Appeal judges, who 
presided over the 2018 case, again re-sentenced 
Guode to 18 years in prison with a non-parole 
period of 14 years.

In reaching the decision, Chief Justice Anne 

Ferguson, and Justices David Beach and Phillip 
Priest, said that – in giving “adequate weight” 
to Guode’s mental condition and other factors 
– the case “required significantly more lenient 
sentences” than those which the judge applied 
in the 2017 case.

They also said the 2017 sentence imposed upon 
Guode “did not contain any element of mercy”.

The judges said that in all likelihood, Guode 
would be deported from Australia following 
her release from prison, which “amounts to a 
significant additional punishment”.

Lifeline: 13 11 14.

Pampering 
session

Connect your business with the community

PUBLISHED WEDNESDAY AND ONLINE 24/7

A choice for all ages & incomes

Print Advertising Deadlines

Outer West Melbourne’s leading media options.

OCCUPATIONS
Managers & Professionals: 18.5%
Techincal & Trades: 12.7%
Community & Personal Service: 11.2%
Clerical & Admin: 15.3%
Sales: 9.7%
Machinery Operators & Drivers: 10.6%
Labourers; 9.4%
Others: 12.6%

HOUSEHOLD TYPEAGE
Under 34 55.7%

35-49 23.1%
50-64 13.6%

65+ 7.7%

Please Note: This information was compiled based on our understanding of our 
readers and information contained by the ABS for Star News Group from the 
2016 Census data in relation to the City of Wyndham which is covered by the 
Wyndham Star Weekly. It is a snapshot of the region and Star News Group expects 
you to rely on your own commercial judgement when using this information.

DISPLAY DEADLINES
Booking Thursday 12.00pm  
(6 days prior)
Supplied Material Tuesday 2.00pm

REAL ESTATE DEADLINES
Booking Thursday 11.00am
Supplied Material  
Monday 1.00pm

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINES
All Classifieds 
Tuesday 1.00pm

Advertising: (03) 9249 5300

Classifieds: 1300 666 808

westads@starweekly.com.au

starweekly.com.au/

75 Watton Street Werribee Vic 
3030

 Couples with  
Children  

 Couples without 
Children

 One Parent Families 
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*SOURCE: Combination of estimated readership of print and digital editions; Google Analytics 
- wyndham.starweekly.com.au page views (average weekly for period 9 July - 9 Sept 2020) and 
Facebook Insights - facebook.com/wyndhamstarweekly followers (as at 9 Sept 2020).

Audience 54,141*
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