
Warwick.... Southern Downs Region
A great place to live, work and play! Clean, crisp country air, a wide range of community facilities and a safe environment 

combine to make the Southern Downs Granite Belt a great place to live, work and play. Strategically-located in the high 

growth region of Southern Queensland, the region offers an appealing mix of country and city living backed up by genuine 

friendliness and charm. All the civic and commercial services you need are at your fingertips and there is no rush hour 

traffic! Warwick is home to traditional country stores as well as modern shopping complexes.

Neighbouring Stanthorpe is Queensland’s premier wine region. Covering an area of 7,122km2, the Southern Downs has a 

population of more than 31,500 and services an economic catchment area of 55,000 people. Located on the Condamine 

River in southeast Queensland, 130 kilometres south-west of Brisbane with a population over 13,400. The surrounding 

Darling Downs have fostered a strong agricultural industry for which Warwick serves as a convenient service centre.
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WARWICK 
REGION

Reaching an audience in the 

following suburbs and postcodes

• Warwick  ..........................................4370 

• Stanthorpe  ......................................4380  

• Tenterfield  .......................................2372 

• Wallangarra  .....................................4383 

• Killarney  .........................................4373

• Allora  ..............................................4362  

• Texas  ..............................................4385 

• Dalveen  ..........................................4374

• Amiens  ...........................................4380

• Karara  ............................................4352

• Inglewood  .......................................4387 

• Bonshaw  .........................................4385 

Connect your business with the community

PUBLISHED THURSDAYS AND ONLINE 24/7

A choice for all ages & incomes

Print Advertising Deadlines

Southern Downs and Granite Belt’s leading media option

September 2020

PRINT/DIGITAL free tabloid newspaper
An audience of 22,945* readers per week via home delivery, news stands and 
digital subscriptions

Online  freetimes.com.au/ 
An average of 62,134 sessions, 82,740 page views and 30,613 users  
over a three month period (01/02/2020 - 01/05/2020) Source: Google analytics

Social facebook.com/SouthernFreeTimes/ 
A strong social media following with weekly average followers of 2,672

OCCUPATIONS
Labourers: 18.5% 
Technicians and Trades Workers: 13.7%  
Professionals: 12.8%
Clerical and Administrative Workers: 11.7% 
Community and Personal Service Workers:11.2%
Sales Workers: 11.2%  
Managers: 9.9% 
Machinery Operators and Drivers: 9.1%

HOUSEHOLD TYPEAGE
Under 29 38.5%

29-49 21.1%
49-69 25.4%

70+ 15%

Display (EGN) Booking Deadline: 
11am Tuesday prior

Classified Advertising Booking Deadline 
Trades & Services: 3pm Tuesday  
General: 3pm Tuesday

Advertising: 07 4661 9800

Classifieds: 1300 666 808

advertising@freetimes.com.au

www.starnewsgroup.com.au
94 Palmerin Street, Warwick QLD 4370
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53 Fitzroy Street, Warwick  
Qld 4370

www.helenharm.com

12460238-NG36-20

48 FITZROY STREET, WARWICK   Ph: 07 4661 3900

OLSEN’S

GO WHERE THE TRADIES GO

12461826-ACM38-20

Phone the Office on 

07 4661 9835

Servicing the Warwick
Stanthorpe | Tenterfield districts

QBCC1197750
NSW237076c

Made from Bluescope 
Australian Steel 

Full service - Slab,
Erection & Councils

Specialising in Commercial, Industrial and Domestic Sheds

The Sheds Other Sheds Wish They Could Be
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warwick@rfsteelbuildings.com.au

OPEN
Mon - Fri: 7am – 6pm

Sat: 8am – 4pm | CLOSED SUNDAYS

 FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK P: 4661 9871
Find us in Rose City Shoppingworld opposite Coles
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OPEN

SUPPLYING THE SOUTHERN 
DOWNS & GRANITE BELT 
REGION WITH THE BEST 

FRESH PRODUCE

A Q U A  R U R A L  S U P P L I E S
4681 0355  |  Walsh Drive, Stanthorpe, QLD 4380
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Dam ‘milestone’ 
By Jeremy Sollars 

The Granite Belt Irrigation Project - better 
known as Emu Swamp Dam - has moved clos-
er to its next milestone, with the Queensland 
Government this week announcing the “final 
phase” of water sales to 51 proposed irrigators 
has commenced.

Tenders for construction of the dam - seen 
as part of the region’s long-term water security 
plan - are yet to be announced but the water 
sales have been described by Queensland Min-
ister for Natural Resources Dr Anthony Lynham 
as a “critical milestone in the construction of 
the 12,000 megalitre Emu Swamp Dam”.

Dr Lynham - who last week announced his 
impending retirement from state politics at 
the election due on Saturday 31 October - said 
“involved irrigators would finalise their water 
allocation agreements for the dam and pipe-
line project located south-west of Stanthorpe”.

The irrigators - who comprise a wide vari-
ety of horticultural producers across the Gran-
ite Belt - will pay both for a water allocation 
from Emu Swamp Dam and an annual contri-
bution towards maintenance and operation of 
the dam’s pumping and distribution network.

“The Palaszczuk Government’s economic 
plan for Queensland, Unite and Recover, is 
focussed on building our traditional strengths 

like agriculture to create local jobs and build-
ing infrastructure,” Dr Lynham said in a state-
ment released to the Free Times this week.

“After a strong COVID-19 health response, 
we can now focus on that plan, with a $50 bil-
lion infrastructure guarantee to support com-
munities and jobs across Queensland.

“Emu Swamp Dam will provide water to 51 
agribusiness customers and bring wide-reach-
ing benefits to the region.

“It is expected to create 250 jobs during con-
struction, and 700 new full-time agriculture 
and supporting jobs in the region, to boost the 
wellbeing of the local community.

“The Palaszczuk Government has com-
mitted $13.6 million to kick start Emu Swamp 
Dam, with an advanced release of $6 million to 
fast-track the project.

“The collective monetary support from ir-
rigators will total $23.4 million, 28 per cent of 
the cost of the scheme, to be the highest pro-
portion of private investment in water infra-
structure in Queensland’s history.”

Granite Belt Water chief executive office 
Lloyd Taylor said “finalising the financial com-
mitment of local irrigators would trigger the 
next stage of works”.

“We will be working in consultation with ir-
rigators over the next month to finalise water 

sales and progress the next stage of this impor-
tant piece of infrastructure for the Granite Belt 
community,” Mr Taylor said this week.

“We are asking these agribusinesses to con-
firm their long-term contract with the scheme, 
which will also allow us to validate the pipeline 
design and move forward with necessary ap-
provals.

“We expect to have all water sales con-
firmed by the end of next month.

“Importantly, the completion of this phase 
will be a significant step towards breaking 
ground on construction of the dam.

“Once operational, Emu Swamp Dam will 
provide water security for irrigators by guaran-
teeing a monthly average of 90 per cent of their 
water allocation.

“It is a significant project for producers, the 
government, and the broader community, and 
is poised to boost the value of annual gross ag-
ricultural production by $68 million to create 
long-term jobs in farming and support indus-
tries in the Granite Belt.

In his September dam update Mr Taylor 
said landholders “in the pipeline corridor are 
being contacted by land acquisition and com-
pensation advisory company, Minsol Group, 
to discuss land access and the route for the 
pipeline corridor”.

“As well as carrying out this important 
work, it has been heartening to see the team 
enjoy their time in the Granite Belt, as they en-
gage with the community and take advantage 
of our region’s wonderful offering during their 
stay in Stanthorpe,” Mr Taylor said.

“As GBIP nears construction, we are able 
confirm the new release date for the Dam De-
sign and Construct Tender will be the begin-
ning of February, with the Pumps and Pipeline 
Design Tender to be announced shortly after.

“Once finalised, construction will begin, re-
sulting in new jobs for the region.

“GBIP is renewing its Cultural Heritage Man-
agement Plan (CHMP) and we are currently in 
the process of welcoming nominations from 
eligible Aboriginal Parties (as defined by Part 4 
of the ACHA) to take part in the CHMP. 

“Written notice must be given to Granite 
Belt Water Limited by 17 October 2020. We are 
also currently in the process of resubmitting 
approvals under the Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act.

“As always, if you have any questions or 
concerns about the Project, you can visit www.
granitebeltirrigationproject.com.au to stay up 
to date with the latest news on the Project and 
subscribe to our monthly newsletter. If you are 
in Stanthorpe, pop into our office in the main 
street.”

The Southern Downs Regional Council this 
week welcomed new CEO Dave Burges to 
his role - pictured here (right) as Mayor Vic 
Pennisi and Deputy Mayor Ross Bartley 
formally sign his contract.
 SEE FULL STORY ON PAGE 3
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A Star News Group Publication Phone: 5957 3700  Trades and Classifieds: 1300 666 808

The regions popular community 

newspaper the Southern Free Times 

offers businesses the opportunity to 

influence their local audience with their 

advertising message alongside the latest 

unique local news, sports results and 

features on topics of interest to locals.

Please note: This information was compiled based on our understanding of our 
readers and information obtained from the ABS for Star News Group from the 
2016 Census data in relation to the region of Warwick part of which is covered 
by the Southern Free Times. It is a snapshot of the region and Star News Group 
expects you to rely on your own judgement when using this information.
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