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By Alesha Capone

Residents and community centres across the 

west have come together in a mammoth effort 

to sew 6000 scrub gowns for front line staff at 

Western Health.

Point Cook’s Jasmine Hill, along with her 

friends Lily and Cassy, kick-started the scrubs 

campaign.
Mrs Hill, who belongs to a Christian church 

which last month donated facemasks during  

the pandemic, has friends who work in 

hospitals. She said during the COVID-19 

lockdown she had begun thinking of ways to 

help the community.

Community scrubs up well

Sightings of superheroes, dinosaurs and 

movie characters have been reported 

across Wyndham.

It’s all part of a nation-wide trend 

which encourages people to wear funny 

or formal outfits while taking out the 

bins.
Queenslander Danielle Askew started 

the Bin Isolation Outing Facebook group 

as a way to make people smile during the 

COVID-19 pandemic.

The page went viral and now has more 

than 987,000 members, from across the 

world.
Among those who have joined in the 

fun is Hoppers Crossing’s Ashley Tottle, 

who has taken out the bins dressed as 

characters from the Monsters Inc and 

Thor films.

A video of Mr Tottle taking the bins 

out as Thor – complete with a hammer 

and blonde wig – attracted more than 

70 likes and other reactions on the Bin 

Isolation Outing Facebook page, earlier 

this month.

That prompted her to contact the Western 

Health Foundation’s community fundraising 

manager Danny Crabb, who mentioned that 

hospital staff needed more scrubs.

“Us three girls, Lily, Cassy and I, we said, 

‘Let’s do this’, so we started to reach out to more 

people and spread the news,” Mrs Hill said.

She said she contacted Point Cook 

Community Learning Centre for assistance, 

and soon the Wyndham Park, Iramoo and 

Arndell Park Community Centres joined in 

the scrubs campaign.

Network West, which provides support 

to Neighbourhood Houses in the west, also 

became involved, and the centres began 

recruiting volunteers to sew the scrubs.

 “I’m just very happy we now have more than 

200 sewers on board,” Mrs Hill said.

“We love the community, we love the 

hospitals and we just want to help out.

“We want to let doctors and nurses know we 

are behind them.” 

Spotlight Derrimut has donated 3000 metres 

of fabric to the campaign.

Mrs Hill said the community centres were 

looking for more donations of material to 

supply to the volunteers making the scrubs.

Contact James at Wyndham Park 

Community Centre on 8742 3975 or james@

wyndhamparkcc.com.au for details.

Monster fun 

on bin night

■ More costumes: Page 12

Ashley Tottle and his daughters Tilly, Phoebe, and Abi dress up to put out the bins. (Damjan Janevski) 207684_04
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�e free parking limit at the Brimbank 

multi-deck carpark o� Devonshire Road 

in Sunshine, has increased from two to 

three hours.

�e extended free parking limits for 

the �rst three hours in the multi-deck 

undercover carpark began this week. 

But parking in the carpark for three to 

�ve hours will now cost $2, while parking 

all day (�ve hours and more) will cost $4.

Before the changes on November 6, 

parking limits included free parking for 

the �rst two hours, $2 for two to four 

hours parking, and $4 for four-plus hours 

parking.
Outgoing Brimbank mayor John 

Hedditch said from the start the purpose 

of the multi-deck carpark was to o�er a 

viable, practical and reasonably priced 

parking option in the Sunshine Town 

Centre.
Cr Hedditch said the council adjusted 

the parking time limits to ensure the new 

carpark was “well utilised”.

“�e change was made in response to 

feedback from Sunshine Leisure Centre 

users who wanted the nearby multi-deck 

carpark to o�er similar free parking 

hours as the nearby centre so that it was 

convenient for them to use,” Cr Hedditch 

said. 
He said some more improvements will 

also be investigated. �e council plans to 

examine whether a right turn lane could 

be provided into George Street from the 

eastern approach of Devonshire Road. 

Entry and exit to this carpark is from 

George Street, o� Devonshire Road. 

�e multi-deck carpark o�ers more 

than 250 public spaces. It’s open every 

day between 5.30am to 10pm.

Stella Tzobanakis

Take your time 

at carpark 

Returned soldiers delivered a moving interactive 

presentation to pupils at Sydenham-Hillside 

Primary School as part of Remembrance Day.

Members of the Caroline Springs 

RSL sub-branch presented personal accounts 

of their own wartime memories and experiences 

to grade 5 and 6 pupils at the school to mark 

November 11; the 99th anniversary of the 

Armistice which ended the First World War. 

On the front line for remembrance 
Veteran Peter Burquest with students Frenardo amd Addison. (Dennis Manteklow)

�e presentation included some of the 

soldier’s own military memorabilia such 

as bullet belts, backpacks, cameras and 

photographs. 

�e special event was organised by the 

Sydenham-Hillside Primary School’s 

integration aid, Cheryl Kerr.

“Two years ago we [the school] were involved 

in the Gallipoli Oaks Project and we established 

ties with the Caroline Springs RSL then, so 

since then, we’ve had this special relationship,” 

Ms Kerr said.

“We never want our children to experience 

war but I think it’s important that they 

understand history and honour those who 

made sacri�ces for us.”

Stella Tzobanakis

of 10 o�enders wanted in relation to sexual 

o�ences allegedly committed on Melbourne’s 

train, tram and bus system.

Transit safety division Inspector Karl 

Curran said sexual o�ences on public 

transport included people exposing or 

touching themselves inappropriately, people 

engaging in sexual acts in front of commuters 

and unwanted touching.

“People should be able to go about their daily 

business without being touched inappropriately 

by anybody. It is a crime,” he said.

By Alesha Capone

More than 50 sex o�ences have been reported 

on public transport across the west in the past 

�nancial year.

Victoria Police statistics show there were 51 

sexual o�ences reported on, or near, public 

transport in Brimbank, Melton, Wyndham, 

Hobsons Bay and Maribyrnong in the 2016-17 

�nancial year.

�e number is almost double the 28 sexual 

o�ences reported on public transport in the 

west in the 2015-16 �nancial year. Of the 51 

reported o�ences, 32 incidents occurred on 

trains, at train stations and in station carparks. 

�e remaining o�ences happened on buses, 

at bus stops, in taxis, on trams and at tram stops, 

although Maribyrnong is the only municipality 

in the west which has trams.

�ree weeks ago, Victoria Police and Crime 

Stoppers launched a campaign aimed at 

raising awareness of sexual o�ences on public 

transport.
In that time, Crime Stoppers released photos 

Inspector Curran said police believed the 

incidences were under-reported, and that 

authorities urged all victims to report crimes 

they experienced.

“We’ll support them, we listen to what they 

have to say and we’ll do everything we possibly 

can to resolve this crime,” he said.

He said anyone experiencing, or witnessing, 

a sexual crime should contact triple-0. If you 

have been a victim contact triple-0, 1800 

RESPECT or 1800respect.org.au. Report 

information to Crime Stoppers 1800 333 000.

Transport sex crimes on the rise   
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READERSHIP FACTS**

DID YOU KNOW...

•  72% of households have more than 
1 reader

•  65% keep for 3 days or longer

•  43% for 5 days or longer

•  73% visited a local store after reading 
Star Weekly

•  70% are actively looking for specials

•  77% shop for groceries within 5km of 
their residence

•  98% buy home appliances within 10km 
of their residence (up 4% on 2015 survey)

STAR WEEKLY ONLINE

•  45% using online and print, 55% print only

•  52% give a very trustworthy rating for local 
news content vs online only sites at 20%

•  98% overall trustworthy rating vs 63% 
nearest highest rating for alternate local 
news sources

•  78% regularly visit Star Weekly digital 
news sites

** Source Star Weekly Reader Survey July 2018

Wyndham Star Weekly is your No. 1 source of 
news, information and advertising.

Star Weekly newspapers are highly respected 
within the local community and are 
renowned for their extensive real estate and 
motoring sections.

The paper is the preferred advertising 
medium for local businesses wanting to 
reach their target audience in a cost-effective 
manner.

Regular sections in Star Weekly publications 
include:

Community Calendar: Find out what is 
happening in your community calendar 
- your primary source for events, festivals, 
clubs and community information.

Domain: This section goes to the heart 
of the local real estate market, providing 
property news, information and latest 
listings. It’s just what you’re looking for.

Motor: This section showcases new and 
used vehicles, supported by reliable and 
comprehensive information on all things 
motoring.

Classifieds: The best place to find all trades 
and services and the premium location 
for local employment advertising and 
information.

Sport: We are in touch with sporting 
clubs throughout the area, providing 
comprehensive coverage of sports events, 
results and profiles of our local stars.

We accept BUPA, HCF, NIB, 

Medibank, AHM, AusUnity,

Defence Health, Teachers,

& all other health funds.

44 Hampstead Rd

Maidstone 3012
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By Alesha Capone

A move by a Wyndham councillor to adopt a 

10 per rate cut during the COVID-19 pandemic 

has been described as “irresponsible” and “a 

vote-grab”.
At a meeting last week, Cr Intaj Khan raised 

a notice of motion urging the council to adopt 

the fee waiver for each property across the city.

He described the council’s existing plan to 

defer rates for some businesses for six months 

because of the pandemic as “not good enough” 

and said Wyndham was home to many 

Rate cut move blasted

Point Cook girl Devy, who captured 

hearts across the nation after singing 

at the Eurovision – Australia Decides 

concert earlier this year, has written a 

song reminding us all to stay safe and 

healthy during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The nine year-old performed alongside 

singer Kate Miller-Heidke during the 

Eurovision event on the Gold Coast, 

which was broadcast on SBS, in 

February.

Devy said that she penned Stay Home 

– Coronavirus song on the second day of 

a 21-day songwriting challenge which she 

has set for herself, during the pandemic 

lockdown.

“I do a lot of singing in my day 

because music is what makes me 

happy,” Devy said.

“I write songs often because it comes 

naturally to me and it’s my favourite 

activity to do.”

Devy said her dream was to become a 

popular pop/rap singer-songwriter.

“I hope a lot of people will know 

me because I could bring a smile to 

their faces and make their day with my 

music,” she said.

Details: https://www.facebook.com/

Devy.Iyer
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migrants and young families who had already 

lost jobs or businesses in the current crisis.

Several Wyndham councillors criticised 

the move, one comparing the idea to a Monty 

Python skit.

Cr Henry Barlow, who was first elected to 

the council in 1997, said: “This would have to 

be the worst notice of motion I’ve ever heard 

in my life”.
“It looks as if it comes out of a Monty Python 

sketch.”
Cr Barlow said that cutting rates by 10 per 

cent would give the majority of residents an 

extra $2.80 to $4 per week. He said he sent 

Cr Khan an email on March 31, urging Cr 

Khan to be transparent about where the cuts 

would be “otherwise this just looks like blatant 

electioneering with a council election coming 

up”.
Cr Kim McAliney said Cr Khan had not 

provided any financial modelling to support 

a 10 per cent rate reduction, which would 

result in  “severe cuts”  to the council’s capital 

programs and staff.

Cr Peter Maynard said a 10 per cent cut in 

rates would result in the loss of about $21 

million from the council’s annual budget.

“This is an ill-conceived and unwarranted 

notice of motion, that has no sustainability for 

this council whatsoever,” he said.

“I think it’s nothing but a vote-grab.”

Cr Tony Hooper described the notice of 

motion as “grandstanding at best and outright 

manipulation at worst”.

Cr John Gibbons said: “It’s a crazy motion 

and I oppose it”.

Cr Khan was the only councillor to vote 

in favour of the motion, although Cr Walter 

Villagonzalo abstained from the final vote.

Something 

to sing about

SUBSCRIBE to our DIGITAL EDITION - It's FREE
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By Alesha Capone

Many Wyndham families will pay their 

respects on Anzac Day by standing in their 

driveways to observe a minute’s silence on 

Saturday morning.

Although the Covid-19 pandemic means 

most residents cannot attend a traditional 

dawn service, a community-led campaign 

for Australians to mark Anzac Day on their 

driveways or balconies has taken off.

Sisters Megan and Sarah Bamforth will both 

be standing in their family’s Hoppers Crossing 

driveway on Saturday morning.

The girls will be joined by their mother 

Family’s Anzac tribute

Sherryn and cousin Kylie Walker, who is the 

executive officer and squadron leader of the 

Australian Air Force Cadets (AAFC).

Megan, 15, is an AAFC cadet Sergeant, while 

her sister is a former Cadet Flight Sergeant 

(young people age out of the cadets after they 

turn 18).
Their family has a strong history of military 

service.

“My great-grandfather’s name was Bruce 

Walker, he was a Corporal in the army and 

served in Papa New Guinea during WWII,” 

Megan said.

“My great-nanny Gene was in the Air Force 

as general service, at the Laverton Royal 

Australian Air Force (RAAF) Base. 

“My other great-grandfather, from my 

grandfather’s side, was a merchant in the navy 

during WWI.”

Megan said she and her family usually 

attended the Anzac Day March in Melbourne, 

and the dawn services in Werribee or Sunshine.

“Anzac Day, to me, is about remembering 

the soldiers that sacrificed their lives for our 

country and also for those who came back 

from protecting our country,” she said.

“Each year the Air Force Cadets go to the top 

of the Shrine of Remembrance and we form 

the guard of honour with the Australian flags 

at the end of the march, being a part of Anzac 

Day is a very personal thing to my whole family 

and we will do it for many years to come.”

Megan said that on Saturday morning, 

she and her family were planning to listen to 

ABC radio’s broadcast of the Melbourne dawn 

service, as they stood in their driveway.

“I’m going to write letters to everyone in my 

street, to ask them to stand at the end of their 

driveways and join in,” she said.

Sisters Megan and Sarah Bamforth. (Damjan Janevski)  Inset: Bruce Walker and Gene McIntosh (her pre-marriage name). (Supplied)
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‘‘ Anzac Day is a very 

personal thing to my whole 

family ’’ 
- Megan Bamforth
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By Alesha Capone

Residents and community centres across the 

west have come together in a mammoth effort 

to sew 6000 scrub gowns for front line staff at 

Western Health.

Point Cook’s Jasmine Hill, along with her 

friends Lily and Cassy, kick-started the scrubs 

campaign.
Mrs Hill, who belongs to a Christian church 

which last month donated facemasks during  

the pandemic, has friends who work in 

hospitals. She said during the COVID-19 

lockdown she had begun thinking of ways to 

help the community.

Community scrubs up well

Sightings of superheroes, dinosaurs and 

movie characters have been reported 

across Wyndham.

It’s all part of a nation-wide trend 

which encourages people to wear funny 

or formal outfits while taking out the 

bins.
Queenslander Danielle Askew started 

the Bin Isolation Outing Facebook group 

as a way to make people smile during the 

COVID-19 pandemic.

The page went viral and now has more 

than 987,000 members, from across the 

world.
Among those who have joined in the 

fun is Hoppers Crossing’s Ashley Tottle, 

who has taken out the bins dressed as 

characters from the Monsters Inc and 

Thor films.

A video of Mr Tottle taking the bins 

out as Thor – complete with a hammer 

and blonde wig – attracted more than 

70 likes and other reactions on the Bin 

Isolation Outing Facebook page, earlier 

this month.

That prompted her to contact the Western 

Health Foundation’s community fundraising 

manager Danny Crabb, who mentioned that 

hospital staff needed more scrubs.

“Us three girls, Lily, Cassy and I, we said, 

‘Let’s do this’, so we started to reach out to more 

people and spread the news,” Mrs Hill said.

She said she contacted Point Cook 

Community Learning Centre for assistance, 

and soon the Wyndham Park, Iramoo and 

Arndell Park Community Centres joined in 

the scrubs campaign.

Network West, which provides support 

to Neighbourhood Houses in the west, also 

became involved, and the centres began 

recruiting volunteers to sew the scrubs.

 “I’m just very happy we now have more than 

200 sewers on board,” Mrs Hill said.

“We love the community, we love the 

hospitals and we just want to help out.

“We want to let doctors and nurses know we 

are behind them.” 

Spotlight Derrimut has donated 3000 metres 

of fabric to the campaign.

Mrs Hill said the community centres were 

looking for more donations of material to 

supply to the volunteers making the scrubs.

Contact James at Wyndham Park 

Community Centre on 8742 3975 or james@

wyndhamparkcc.com.au for details.

Monster fun 

on bin night

■ More costumes: Page 12

Ashley Tottle and his daughters Tilly, Phoebe, and Abi dress up to put out the bins. (Damjan Janevski) 207684_04
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