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A missing link in Sunbury’s road network and a 

multi-level carpark in Evans Street are just two 

of the local projects included in Hume council’s 

proposed 2020-21 budget.

Councillors adopted the draft budget last 

Monday, proposing to spend $106 million on 

capital works projects next financial year.

The draft budget includes an average rates 

rise of two per cent.

Cr Drew Jessop said the council is proposing 

to spend $1 million to extend Yirrangan Road 

Budget fills missing links

in Jacksons Hill to Watsons Road, “finally”, 

while there are also plans to redevelop the 

former council offices in Macedon Street.

The draft budget also includes $6.3 million 

for new and upgraded pavilions at nine reserves 

including Sunbury’s Boardman Reserve and 

Langama Park.

The council is also planning to spend 

$3.87 million on the development and 

implementation of master plans at eight reserves 

including Mt Holden Reserve, Sunbury Park 

and McMahon Recreation Reserve.

Cr Leigh Johnson said there was $500,000 set 

aside for planning for the Evans Street carpark.

“I know without a doubt that the multi-deck 

carpark is something that the community of 

Sunbury have certainly been talking about for 

a long, long time … we look forward to seeing 

that take shape,” he said.

The council also plans to spend at least $5.5 

million to help the community respond to the 

COVID-19 pandemic.

Hume mayor Carly Moore said the budget 

was an investment in Hume’s growing 

community. “We are moving ahead with the 

biggest infrastructure program in our history 

and boosting funding to essential day-to-day 

services to help respond to the impacts of the 

coronavirus,” she said.

The budget also flags more than 500 projects 

which will need to be completed over the next 

four years, including expanding the Hume 

Global Learning Centre at Broadmeadows and 

redeveloping the former Craigieburn Leisure 

Centre. “It is an important time to continue to 

invest in our community,” Cr Moore said.

Residents can have their say on the draft 

budget until June 10.

Details: hume.vic.gov.au

Kat Buttigieg is confident this Sunday 

will be just like any other Mother’s Day, 

despite the coronavirus crisis.

The mum-of-three is preparing for a 

relaxing day alongside children James, 

10, Luke, 8, and Emma 5.

“It will probably be a similar day to 

usual. I get coffee and breakfast made 

for me and brought to me in bed, and I 

won’t do any housework or house duties 

during the day,” Kat said.

“We usually meet up with the 

grandmothers for brunch. We’ll probably 

FaceTime at some point instead, which 

will be nice.”
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�e free parking limit at the Brimbank 

multi-deck carpark o� Devonshire Road 

in Sunshine, has increased from two to 

three hours.

�e extended free parking limits for 

the �rst three hours in the multi-deck 

undercover carpark began this week. 

But parking in the carpark for three to 

�ve hours will now cost $2, while parking 

all day (�ve hours and more) will cost $4.

Before the changes on November 6, 

parking limits included free parking for 

the �rst two hours, $2 for two to four 

hours parking, and $4 for four-plus hours 

parking.
Outgoing Brimbank mayor John 

Hedditch said from the start the purpose 

of the multi-deck carpark was to o�er a 

viable, practical and reasonably priced 

parking option in the Sunshine Town 

Centre.
Cr Hedditch said the council adjusted 

the parking time limits to ensure the new 

carpark was “well utilised”.

“�e change was made in response to 

feedback from Sunshine Leisure Centre 

users who wanted the nearby multi-deck 

carpark to o�er similar free parking 

hours as the nearby centre so that it was 

convenient for them to use,” Cr Hedditch 

said. 
He said some more improvements will 

also be investigated. �e council plans to 

examine whether a right turn lane could 

be provided into George Street from the 

eastern approach of Devonshire Road. 

Entry and exit to this carpark is from 

George Street, o� Devonshire Road. 

�e multi-deck carpark o�ers more 

than 250 public spaces. It’s open every 

day between 5.30am to 10pm.

Stella Tzobanakis

Take your time 

at carpark 

Returned soldiers delivered a moving interactive 

presentation to pupils at Sydenham-Hillside 

Primary School as part of Remembrance Day.

Members of the Caroline Springs 

RSL sub-branch presented personal accounts 

of their own wartime memories and experiences 

to grade 5 and 6 pupils at the school to mark 

November 11; the 99th anniversary of the 

Armistice which ended the First World War. 

On the front line for remembrance 
Veteran Peter Burquest with students Frenardo amd Addison. (Dennis Manteklow)

�e presentation included some of the 

soldier’s own military memorabilia such 

as bullet belts, backpacks, cameras and 

photographs. 

�e special event was organised by the 

Sydenham-Hillside Primary School’s 

integration aid, Cheryl Kerr.

“Two years ago we [the school] were involved 

in the Gallipoli Oaks Project and we established 

ties with the Caroline Springs RSL then, so 

since then, we’ve had this special relationship,” 

Ms Kerr said.

“We never want our children to experience 

war but I think it’s important that they 

understand history and honour those who 

made sacri�ces for us.”

Stella Tzobanakis

of 10 o�enders wanted in relation to sexual 

o�ences allegedly committed on Melbourne’s 

train, tram and bus system.

Transit safety division Inspector Karl 

Curran said sexual o�ences on public 

transport included people exposing or 

touching themselves inappropriately, people 

engaging in sexual acts in front of commuters 

and unwanted touching.

“People should be able to go about their daily 

business without being touched inappropriately 

by anybody. It is a crime,” he said.

By Alesha Capone

More than 50 sex o�ences have been reported 

on public transport across the west in the past 

�nancial year.

Victoria Police statistics show there were 51 

sexual o�ences reported on, or near, public 

transport in Brimbank, Melton, Wyndham, 

Hobsons Bay and Maribyrnong in the 2016-17 

�nancial year.

�e number is almost double the 28 sexual 

o�ences reported on public transport in the 

west in the 2015-16 �nancial year. Of the 51 

reported o�ences, 32 incidents occurred on 

trains, at train stations and in station carparks. 

�e remaining o�ences happened on buses, 

at bus stops, in taxis, on trams and at tram stops, 

although Maribyrnong is the only municipality 

in the west which has trams.

�ree weeks ago, Victoria Police and Crime 

Stoppers launched a campaign aimed at 

raising awareness of sexual o�ences on public 

transport.
In that time, Crime Stoppers released photos 

Inspector Curran said police believed the 

incidences were under-reported, and that 

authorities urged all victims to report crimes 

they experienced.

“We’ll support them, we listen to what they 

have to say and we’ll do everything we possibly 

can to resolve this crime,” he said.

He said anyone experiencing, or witnessing, 

a sexual crime should contact triple-0. If you 

have been a victim contact triple-0, 1800 

RESPECT or 1800respect.org.au. Report 

information to Crime Stoppers 1800 333 000.

Transport sex crimes on the rise   
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READERSHIP FACTS**

DID YOU KNOW���

•  72% of households have more than 
1 reader

•  65% keep for 3 days or longer

•  43% for 5 days or longer

•  73% visited a local store after reading 
Star Weekly

•  70% are actively looking for specials

•  77% shop for groceries within 5km of 
their residence

•  98% buy home appliances within 10km 
of their residence (up 4% on 2015 survey)

STAR WEEKLY ONLINE

•  45% using online and print, 55% print only

•  52% give a very trustworthy rating for local 
news content vs online only sites at 20%

•  98% overall trustworthy rating vs 63% 
nearest highest rating for alternate local 
news sources

•  78% regularly visit Star Weekly digital 
news sites

** Source Star Weekly Reader Survey July 2018

Sunbury & Macedon Ranges Star Weekly is 
your No. 1 source of news, information and 
advertising.

Star Weekly newspapers are highly respected 
within the local community and are 
renowned for their extensive real estate and 
motoring sections.

The paper is the preferred advertising 
medium for local businesses wanting to 
reach their target audience in a cost-effective 
manner.

Regular sections in Star Weekly publications 
include:

Community Calendar: Find out what is 
happening in your community calendar 
- your primary source for events, festivals, 
clubs and community information.

Domain: This section goes to the heart 
of the local real estate market, providing 
property news, information and latest 
listings. It’s just what you’re looking for.

Motor: This section showcases new and 
used vehicles, supported by reliable and 
comprehensive information on all things 
motoring.

Classifieds: The best place to find all trades 
and services and the premium location 
for local employment advertising and 
information.

Sport: We are in touch with sporting 
clubs throughout the area, providing 
comprehensive coverage of sports events, 
results and profiles of our local stars.
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By Laura Michell

Families, businesses and sporting clubs 

struggling with the financial impact of 

COVID-19 will receive a helping hand from 

Hume council.

As part of the second stage of the council’s 

coronavirus stimulus package, councillors 

last week approved $250,000 to create and 

distribute food and essential goods packages to 

families in need. 

The packages will be distributed by local 

Council’s care package

There’s a bear hunt taking place across 

Sunbury.

Families across the town have 

embraced the world-wide bear hunt 

movement, placing teddies in their 

windows for children to discover while out 

walking.
To help make the hunt easier for 

kids, Sunbury mum Elizabeth Clarkson 

has created a bear hunt map, allowing 

families to easily work out which streets 

are taking part.

Ms Clarkson said she started the map 

after a friend created a similar map for 

Pascoe Vale.

She said there had been a lot of 

support for the map in recent weeks.

“Lots of families have got involved. 

It is something for the kids to do when 

they are out for their walks,” Ms Clarkson 

said. “There is a lot of small kids stuck at 

home without something to do.”

Ms Clarkson said it was important 

people adhered to social distancing 

requirements while taking part in the 

bear hunt.

To list your house on the map, email: 

maryam@clarksonfamily.id.au

To view the map, visit: https://tinyurl.

com/vh2tjfd

 

Laura Michell

charities and organisations.

The council will also not charge interest on 

unpaid rates until December 31.

Businesses can apply for a share in $1 million 

in quick response support grants for small to 

medium businesses, while sporting clubs can 

apply for grants for up to $5000 to cover their 

operating costs.

Cr Joseph Haweil said the coronavirus had 

taken a financial and psychological toll on the 

community.

“Council understands that many residents 

are experiencing financial hardship during 

these difficult times,” he said. “Our local 

economy has also taken a big hit and the weeks 

and months ahead will be challenging for 

everybody.
“I know these measures will support many 

families to put food on the table and will 

support local businesses to remain viable – and 

perhaps even to grow – and will also assist to 

help connect people in this time of need.”

Cr Drew Jessop described the COVID-19 

pandemic as a “humanitarian crisis”, which 

was affecting everyone in the community.

He said the council’s stimulus package was 

designed to support those who were “most 

affected”.
“We have asked ourselves ‘Who is most 

affected? Who can we best support?’ … how we 

can best support our communities,” he said. 

“I have the sense this is just the start of what 

we are going to have to do to support our 

community over an extended period of time, 

and I think we are well-positioned to be able 

to do that.”

There’s a 

bear in there 

Zac, 16, Jennah, 11, Alisha, 14, and mum Elizabeth. (Damjan Janevski) 207443_01
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A respiratory clinic has been set up in the 

Macedon Ranges to assess people exhibiting 

symptoms of COVID-19.

Central Highlands Rural Health recently 

opened the clinic in the old ambulance bays at 

the rear of Kyneton hospital.

Chief executive Maree Cuddihy said the 

clinic was built in response to the health 

service’s concerns about a possible rise in local 

COVID-19 cases and other respiratory illnesses 

during winter.

She said the clinic built on the health 

Respiratory clinic opens

service’s existing coronavirus screening 

service, which has been in place at the hospital 

since mid-to-late-March.

“During that time, we have had about 30 to 

40 people in the community who have been 

calling the hospital and they have been talking 

to the nurses who have triaged the calls. Some 

of those people needed to come in for testing 

and that is generally about eight to 10 people a 

day,” Ms Cuddihy said.

“We are up to about 200 people who have 

been tested since we opened.”

Ms Cuddihy said the clinic meant that 

patients with COVID-19 symptoms, or who 

may have come into contact with someone with 

the virus, won’t need to enter the hospital for 

testing.
“[The clinic] is very basic but will certainly 

serve us well for the next couple of months,” she 

said. “We hope you won’t need to see us at our 

respiratory assessment clinic but if you do, we 

are ready for you.”

The respiratory clinic features three rooms 

and was built in one week with the support of 

the community and local businesses.

“[Dr Robert Power] contacted friends who 

are tradespeople and also local businesses to 

see if he could encourage them to donate their 

services,” Ms Cuddihy said. “I really want to 

stress our thanks to these amazing community 

members who really came together in a very 

short period of time and accomplished this 

temporary clinic really within a week.

“We feel really grateful.”

The opening of the clinic comes as the 

number of COVID-19 cases in the Macedon 

Ranges remains steady at five.

The clinic will operate Monday to Friday, 

from 1-3.30pm. People are asked to call Central 

Highlands Rural Health on 5422 9900 to make 

an appointment for testing before attending 

the clinic.

12447532-LB18-20

Nurse Lyn Safstrom outside 

the respiratory clinic. 

(Damjan Janevski) 207640_02
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A missing link in Sunbury’s road network and a 

multi-level carpark in Evans Street are just two 

of the local projects included in Hume council’s 

proposed 2020-21 budget.

Councillors adopted the draft budget last 

Monday, proposing to spend $106 million on 

capital works projects next financial year.

The draft budget includes an average rates 

rise of two per cent.

Cr Drew Jessop said the council is proposing 

to spend $1 million to extend Yirrangan Road 

Budget fills missing links

in Jacksons Hill to Watsons Road, “finally”, 

while there are also plans to redevelop the 

former council offices in Macedon Street.

The draft budget also includes $6.3 million 

for new and upgraded pavilions at nine reserves 

including Sunbury’s Boardman Reserve and 

Langama Park.

The council is also planning to spend 

$3.87 million on the development and 

implementation of master plans at eight reserves 

including Mt Holden Reserve, Sunbury Park 

and McMahon Recreation Reserve.

Cr Leigh Johnson said there was $500,000 set 

aside for planning for the Evans Street carpark.

“I know without a doubt that the multi-deck 

carpark is something that the community of 

Sunbury have certainly been talking about for 

a long, long time … we look forward to seeing 

that take shape,” he said.

The council also plans to spend at least $5.5 

million to help the community respond to the 

COVID-19 pandemic.

Hume mayor Carly Moore said the budget 

was an investment in Hume’s growing 

community. “We are moving ahead with the 

biggest infrastructure program in our history 

and boosting funding to essential day-to-day 

services to help respond to the impacts of the 

coronavirus,” she said.

The budget also flags more than 500 projects 

which will need to be completed over the next 

four years, including expanding the Hume 

Global Learning Centre at Broadmeadows and 

redeveloping the former Craigieburn Leisure 

Centre. “It is an important time to continue to 

invest in our community,” Cr Moore said.

Residents can have their say on the draft 

budget until June 10.

Details: hume.vic.gov.au

Kat Buttigieg is confident this Sunday 

will be just like any other Mother’s Day, 

despite the coronavirus crisis.

The mum-of-three is preparing for a 

relaxing day alongside children James, 

10, Luke, 8, and Emma 5.

“It will probably be a similar day to 

usual. I get coffee and breakfast made 

for me and brought to me in bed, and I 

won’t do any housework or house duties 

during the day,” Kat said.

“We usually meet up with the 

grandmothers for brunch. We’ll probably 

FaceTime at some point instead, which 

will be nice.”
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