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By Alesha Capone

Residents and community centres across the 

west have come together as part of a mammoth 

effort to sew 6000 scrub gowns for frontline 

staff at Western Health.

The health organisation, which runs Footscray, 

Sunshine and Williamstown Hospitals, has 

partnered with 20 community centres in the 

western suburbs to create the much-needed 

scrubs during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Point Cook’s Jasmine Hill, along with her 

friends Lily and Cassy, kick-started the scrubs 

Community scrubs up well

campaign.
Mrs Hill,  who belongs to a Christian church 

which last month donated facemasks during the 

pandemic, has friends who work in hospitals.

 She said that during the pandemic lockdown, 

she had begun thinking about ways to help the 

community in these “unprecedented times”.

She contacted Western Health Foundation’s 

community fundraising manager Danny 

Crabb, who mentioned that hospital staff 

needed more scrubs.

“Us three girls, Lily, Cassy and I, we said, 

‘Let’s do this,’ so we started to reach out to more 

people and spread the news,” she said.

Mrs Hill said she contacted Point Cook 

Community Learning Centre for assistance, 

and soon the Wyndham Park, Iramoo and 

Arndell Park Community Centres joined in the 

scrubs campaign.

Network West, which provides support 

to Neighbourhood Houses in the west, also 

became involved, and the centres began 

recruiting volunteers to sew the scrubs.

 “I’m just very happy we now have more than 

200 sewers on board,” Mrs Hill said.

“We love the community, we love the 

hospitals and we just want to help out.

“We want to let doctors and nurses know we 

are behind them.”

Spotlight Derrimut has donated 3000 metres 

of fabric to the campaign.

Mrs Hill said the community centres were 

looking for more donations of material, to 

supply to the volunteers making the scrubs.

She said those involved in the campaign were 

also still donating facemasks to healthcare staff.

Contact James at Wyndham Park 

Community Centre on 8742 3975 or james@

wyndhamparkcc.com.au for details.

Jasmine Hill
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Come in and check us out!!!

• Weddings

• Engagements

• Birthdays

• Conferences

TAYLORS LAKES HOTEL          7 MELTON HIGHWAY          PH: 9217 9500            w
ww.taylorslakeshotel.com.au

12
36

84
01

-H
M

42
-1

7 
  1

00
55

34
9-

27

�e free parking limit at the Brimbank 

multi-deck carpark o� Devonshire Road 

in Sunshine, has increased from two to 

three hours.

�e extended free parking limits for 

the �rst three hours in the multi-deck 

undercover carpark began this week. 

But parking in the carpark for three to 

�ve hours will now cost $2, while parking 

all day (�ve hours and more) will cost $4.

Before the changes on November 6, 

parking limits included free parking for 

the �rst two hours, $2 for two to four 

hours parking, and $4 for four-plus hours 

parking.
Outgoing Brimbank mayor John 

Hedditch said from the start the purpose 

of the multi-deck carpark was to o�er a 

viable, practical and reasonably priced 

parking option in the Sunshine Town 

Centre.
Cr Hedditch said the council adjusted 

the parking time limits to ensure the new 

carpark was “well utilised”.

“�e change was made in response to 

feedback from Sunshine Leisure Centre 

users who wanted the nearby multi-deck 

carpark to o�er similar free parking 

hours as the nearby centre so that it was 

convenient for them to use,” Cr Hedditch 

said. 
He said some more improvements will 

also be investigated. �e council plans to 

examine whether a right turn lane could 

be provided into George Street from the 

eastern approach of Devonshire Road. 

Entry and exit to this carpark is from 

George Street, o� Devonshire Road. 

�e multi-deck carpark o�ers more 

than 250 public spaces. It’s open every 

day between 5.30am to 10pm.

Stella Tzobanakis

Take your time 

at carpark 

Returned soldiers delivered a moving interactive 

presentation to pupils at Sydenham-Hillside 

Primary School as part of Remembrance Day.

Members of the Caroline Springs 

RSL sub-branch presented personal accounts 

of their own wartime memories and experiences 

to grade 5 and 6 pupils at the school to mark 

November 11; the 99th anniversary of the 

Armistice which ended the First World War. 

On the front line for remembrance 
Veteran Peter Burquest with students Frenardo amd Addison. (Dennis Manteklow)

�e presentation included some of the 

soldier’s own military memorabilia such 

as bullet belts, backpacks, cameras and 

photographs. 

�e special event was organised by the 

Sydenham-Hillside Primary School’s 

integration aid, Cheryl Kerr.

“Two years ago we [the school] were involved 

in the Gallipoli Oaks Project and we established 

ties with the Caroline Springs RSL then, so 

since then, we’ve had this special relationship,” 

Ms Kerr said.

“We never want our children to experience 

war but I think it’s important that they 

understand history and honour those who 

made sacri�ces for us.”

Stella Tzobanakis

of 10 o�enders wanted in relation to sexual 

o�ences allegedly committed on Melbourne’s 

train, tram and bus system.

Transit safety division Inspector Karl 

Curran said sexual o�ences on public 

transport included people exposing or 

touching themselves inappropriately, people 

engaging in sexual acts in front of commuters 

and unwanted touching.

“People should be able to go about their daily 

business without being touched inappropriately 

by anybody. It is a crime,” he said.

By Alesha Capone

More than 50 sex o�ences have been reported 

on public transport across the west in the past 

�nancial year.

Victoria Police statistics show there were 51 

sexual o�ences reported on, or near, public 

transport in Brimbank, Melton, Wyndham, 

Hobsons Bay and Maribyrnong in the 2016-17 

�nancial year.

�e number is almost double the 28 sexual 

o�ences reported on public transport in the 

west in the 2015-16 �nancial year. Of the 51 

reported o�ences, 32 incidents occurred on 

trains, at train stations and in station carparks. 

�e remaining o�ences happened on buses, 

at bus stops, in taxis, on trams and at tram stops, 

although Maribyrnong is the only municipality 

in the west which has trams.

�ree weeks ago, Victoria Police and Crime 

Stoppers launched a campaign aimed at 

raising awareness of sexual o�ences on public 

transport.
In that time, Crime Stoppers released photos 

Inspector Curran said police believed the 

incidences were under-reported, and that 

authorities urged all victims to report crimes 

they experienced.

“We’ll support them, we listen to what they 

have to say and we’ll do everything we possibly 

can to resolve this crime,” he said.

He said anyone experiencing, or witnessing, 

a sexual crime should contact triple-0. If you 

have been a victim contact triple-0, 1800 

RESPECT or 1800respect.org.au. Report 

information to Crime Stoppers 1800 333 000.

Transport sex crimes on the rise   
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READERSHIP FACTS*
DID YOU KNOW���
•  72% of households have more than 

1 reader
•  65% keep for 3 days or longer
•  43% for 5 days or longer
•  73% visited a local store after reading 

Star Weekly

•  70% are actively looking for specials
•  77% shop for groceries within 5km of 

their residence
•  98% buy home appliances within 10km 

of their residence (up 4% on 2015 survey)

STAR WEEKLY ONLINE
•  45% using online and print, 55% print only
•  52% give a very trustworthy rating for local 

news content vs online only sites at 20%
•  98% overall trustworthy rating vs 63% 

nearest highest rating for alternate local 
news sources

•  78% regularly visit Star Weekly digital 
news sites

* Source Star Weekly Reader Survey July 2018
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161 High Street Melton
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WE ARE STILL TRADING AS NORMAL

We are also following the Government advice for 

social distancing and sanitising.

 12446748-SN16-20

• Full range of Goodyear, Dunlop 

Branded tyres & all major brands 

Including Monsta Extreme MUD, 

MUD Warrior & Street Series

• All Mechanical Repairs 

• Log book servicing

• Car/Small Truck/4WD 

• Car & 4WD Suspension & 

Alignments

By Tate Papworth

A western Victoria MP has lashed state 

government-imposed restrictions during the 

COVID-19 pandemic.

Member for the Western Victoria Region Bev 

McArthur said a number of restrictions in place 

– including those around firearms and fishing – 

were too city-centric.

“The ban on the sale of firearms and 

ammunition was clearly a method of appeasing 

the fears of inner-city Melburnians, who thought 

a pandemic might mean there would be armed 

criminals roaming the streets because they saw 

MP slams double standards

Melton is still ve
ry much open for 

business. 

The COVID-19 crisis has hit businesses 

hard, prompting Melton council to adopt 

a number of relief measures including the 

recently launched ‘Open for Business’ 

campaign.

Open for Business aims to provide 

businesses with opportunities to promote 

the trades and services they can still offer.

Melton council manager engagement 

and advocacy Sean McManus said a 

number of measures are in place to 

support the survival of local businesses.

“We’ve entered a council partnership 

with the Star Weekly newspaper, whereby 

local traders can place an advertisement 

in the paper at no cost to them,” he said.

“The Melton City Much More Facebook 

page has become a conduit of information 

for both community and local traders 

about the goods and services that local 

businesses can still offer.  We are also 

promoting local businesses through the 

Melton City Much More app, which has 

more than 8500 downloads.”

Express your interest, email 

businessevents@melton.vic.gov.au”

 

Tate Papworth

it on the television,” Ms McArthur said. “It is 

integral that households obey the stay-at-home 

directive from the federal government, but the 

state government’s restrictions display serious 

double standards. 

“To allow running around the suburban 

block, when you might pass several individuals 

on the route, but ban fishing, when you might 

not see a single other individual besides passing 

them in your car, makes no sense.”

Ms McArthur said there didn’t need to be 

specific exemptions for regional Victorians, but 

rather a rule of common sense.

“Lower population density in the country 

means that recreational activities in the 

bush have a much lower risk of spreading the 

virus and while obviously abiding by social 

distancing rules.

“The fines [for breaching restrictions] should 

be based around the social distancing measures 

in place, not the activities. 

“If there are 30 people fishing on St Kilda 

pier, clearly that’s unacceptable. If there’s one 

bloke fishing alone on a lake in rural Victoria 

that the police happen to notice, there is no 

reason to hand out a fine.”

She warned that people would quickly tire of 

being told how to live.

“If public messaging is confusing, the rules 

are inconsistent and some sections of the 

community feel as if they are being unfairly 

targeted, like law-abiding shooters, then some 

will become increasingly unhappy and less 

compliant.”
“Our state government needs to beware 

of overreach when it comes to curtailing all 

individual freedoms and liberties. Locking 

people up in flats and houses will also have 

consequences.  We need to continue to listen to 

experts, use common sense, and governments 

need to stop using the crisis to take more 

control over individuals’ lives.”

Business  

as un-usual

SUBSCRIBE to our DIGITAL EDITION - It's FREE

Badr Khabbaz and Omar Khabbaz, of Notorious Burgers, with mayor Cr Lara Carli. (Damjan Janevski) 207394_04
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By Tate Papworth

The Moorabool Shire Council is calling on 

the Victorian government and Transurban to 

suspend all talks surrounding the dumping of 

contaminated soil from the West Gate tunnel 

project.
Mayor David Edwards said discussions 

surrounding the use of the Maddingley Brown 

Coal site at Bacchus Marsh to dump the soil 

should be stopped until the COVID-19-induced 

state of emergency is lifted. 

“During these times, where the ability of the 

community to assemble is restricted, it is more 

important than ever that the needs of those 

Bid to halt toxic soil talks

Melton council is giving seniors the 

chance to keep busy while self-isolating.

Seniors across the municipality have 

been urged to get involved in knitting 

trauma teddies for the Red Cross.

The teddies are passed on to children 

in need across local services.

So far 60 seniors have registered to 

knit two teddies each, including Maureen 

Mohr who said it’s been a nice way to 

pass the time.

“I’ve been doing this off and on for a 

few years, but given the downtime at the 

moment, there’s no better opportunity to 

get back into it,” Ms Mohr said.

The scheme also helps out local 

businesses. The council has purchased 

craft packs from Bargain Box Fabrics 

in Melton South, giving it some 

much-needed support during the 

coronavirus crisis.

Melton mayor Lara Carli said it was a 

win-win situation.

“This is a heartwarming initiative that 

gives our senior residents a rewarding 

project ... it’s a
lso a great way for council 

to support local business [and] charities.”

 

Tate Papworth
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impacted are not washed away to satisfy the 

needs of big business,” Cr Edwards said.

He has asked for a guarantee that once 

discussions resume, strict conditions are met 

prior to any decision being made on whether 

the soil would be stored at Bacchus Marsh.

They include a demand that all technical 

reports be made available to the council, 

for public scrutiny, comment and for the 

opportunity for independent peer review.

He also called for proper stakeholder 

and community consultation; improved 

relationships with the local community 

and stakeholders; details of how the local 

community will potentially be impacted or will 

benefit from the proposal; and that the existing 

MBC sites be brought into compliance with 

current planning requirements.

Cr Edwards wants all local MPs and the 

council notified prior to a decision being made.

“The community cannot have any confidence 

in the decision-making process unless the 

conditions are met,” he said.

He said the process so far had been 

unacceptable.

“For a project of this size to have 

undertaken no economic impact assessment 

is extraordinary,” he said. “A proper analysis 

of the benefits and disbenefits of the project 

should be undertaken before any decision is 

made and must include an assessment of the 

millions of dollars likely to be lost to the local 

economy due largely to reputational damage.”

He said the council was still in the dark as to 

how heavily the community may be impacted 

if the soil is sent to Bacchus Marsh.

“It has been several months since council first 

learnt of this proposal and despite constantly 

requesting information and seeking input 

to the process, we still have no information 

on the technical assessments carried out, or 

about how the Bacchus Marsh community 

will potentially be impacted, or benefit from, 

becoming a dumping ground for tonnes of 

contaminated soil.”

Teddies a 

win-win

Maureen Mohr
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By Alesha Capone

Residents and community centres across the 

west have come together as part of a mammoth 

effort to sew 6000 scrub gowns for frontline 

staff at Western Health.

The health organisation, which runs Footscray, 

Sunshine and Williamstown Hospitals, has 

partnered with 20 community centres in the 

western suburbs to create the much-needed 

scrubs during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Point Cook’s Jasmine Hill, along with her 

friends Lily and Cassy, kick-started the scrubs 

Community scrubs up well

campaign.
Mrs Hill,  who belongs to a Christian church 

which last month donated facemasks during the 

pandemic, has friends who work in hospitals.

 She said that during the pandemic lockdown, 

she had begun thinking about ways to help the 

community in these “unprecedented times”.

She contacted Western Health Foundation’s 

community fundraising manager Danny 

Crabb, who mentioned that hospital staff 

needed more scrubs.

“Us three girls, Lily, Cassy and I, we said, 

‘Let’s do this,’ so we started to reach out to more 

people and spread the news,” she said.

Mrs Hill said she contacted Point Cook 

Community Learning Centre for assistance, 

and soon the Wyndham Park, Iramoo and 

Arndell Park Community Centres joined in the 

scrubs campaign.

Network West, which provides support 

to Neighbourhood Houses in the west, also 

became involved, and the centres began 

recruiting volunteers to sew the scrubs.

 “I’m just very happy we now have more than 

200 sewers on board,” Mrs Hill said.

“We love the community, we love the 

hospitals and we just want to help out.

“We want to let doctors and nurses know we 

are behind them.”

Spotlight Derrimut has donated 3000 metres 

of fabric to the campaign.

Mrs Hill said the community centres were 

looking for more donations of material, to 

supply to the volunteers making the scrubs.

She said those involved in the campaign were 

also still donating facemasks to healthcare staff.

Contact James at Wyndham Park 

Community Centre on 8742 3975 or james@

wyndhamparkcc.com.au for details.

Jasmine Hill
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Melton & Moorabool Star Weekly is your 
No. 1 source of news, information and 
advertising.

Star Weekly newspapers are highly respected 
within the local community and are 
renowned for their extensive real estate and 
motoring sections.

The paper is the preferred advertising 
medium for local businesses wanting to 
reach their target audience in a cost-effective 
manner.

Regular sections in Star Weekly publications 
include:

Community Calendar: Find out what is 
happening in your community calendar - 
your primary source for events, festivals, 
clubs and community information.

Domain: This section goes to the heart of the 
local real estate market, providing property 
news, information and latest listings. It’s just 
what you’re looking for.

Motor: This section showcases new and 
used vehicles, supported by reliable and 
comprehensive information on all things 
motoring.

Classifieds: The best place to find all trades 
and services and the premium location 
for local employment advertising and 
information.

Sport: We are in touch with sporting 
clubs throughout the area, providing 
comprehensive coverage of sports events, 
results and profiles of our local stars.


