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By Goya Dmytryshchak

One of the last surviving Diggers in 

Melbourne’s west says he is determined not to 

let coronavirus kill the Anzac spirit.

World War II veteran Marcus Gillespie, six 

months shy of 96, commemorated Anzac Day 

twice in lockdown.

The Spotswood Kingsville RSL member, 

who is now at Benetas St George’s in Altona 

Meadows, joined in the home’s service on 

Thursday and watched the Victorian Dawn 

Service on TV.

Mr Gillespie stays in touch with his family 

and mates although he can’t physically see 

them.
“I’m locked up, of course, like everybody 

else,” he said. “We all can’t get out anywhere, 

no visitors or anything like that.

“It’s very, very tough  … I miss everything.

“It’s an unfortunate thing and I never thought 

I’d see it in my lifetime but these things come 

along and you can’t help it.

“[With] the dawn service, it’s a shame … but 

I think it’s for the good of the community.”

Mr Gillespie joined the army as soon as he 

turned 18 in 1942.

“I was a trooper, the cavalry,” he said. “The 

First World War was horses, of course, and the 

Second World War was tanks – I was in the 

tank.”
He described COVID-19 as the worst thing 

he had experienced in his lifetime.

“I would try, if I could, anything, anything to 

stop it,” Mr Gillespie said. “I’d probably call it 

an unknown enemy – you can’t see it.

“It’s different in, say, war – you can see your 

opponent, you can either get out of his road or 

fight back.
“But in this instance, it’s an unknown terror.”

But Mr Gillespie remains stoic and said it 

was a matter of adapting to circumstances.

“It’s just a matter of doing what you have to 

do,” he said. “There’s a very old saying that I go 

by and it’s: ‘The day that you were born is the 

first day of the end of your life’.

“That means, you never know when you 

might meet your fate. It might be on the 

freeway, it might be a week after you were born. 

It might be an old bugger like me.

“You just have to take it as it comes along.

“Look for the good times, don’t look for the 

bad times.”

Digger’s virus message

World War II veteran 

Marcus Gillespie. 

(Pictures: Damjan Janevski and 

supplied)
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�e free parking limit at the Brimbank 

multi-deck carpark o� Devonshire Road 

in Sunshine, has increased from two to 

three hours.

�e extended free parking limits for 

the �rst three hours in the multi-deck 

undercover carpark began this week. 

But parking in the carpark for three to 

�ve hours will now cost $2, while parking 

all day (�ve hours and more) will cost $4.

Before the changes on November 6, 

parking limits included free parking for 

the �rst two hours, $2 for two to four 

hours parking, and $4 for four-plus hours 

parking.
Outgoing Brimbank mayor John 

Hedditch said from the start the purpose 

of the multi-deck carpark was to o�er a 

viable, practical and reasonably priced 

parking option in the Sunshine Town 

Centre.
Cr Hedditch said the council adjusted 

the parking time limits to ensure the new 

carpark was “well utilised”.

“�e change was made in response to 

feedback from Sunshine Leisure Centre 

users who wanted the nearby multi-deck 

carpark to o�er similar free parking 

hours as the nearby centre so that it was 

convenient for them to use,” Cr Hedditch 

said. 
He said some more improvements will 

also be investigated. �e council plans to 

examine whether a right turn lane could 

be provided into George Street from the 

eastern approach of Devonshire Road. 

Entry and exit to this carpark is from 

George Street, o� Devonshire Road. 

�e multi-deck carpark o�ers more 

than 250 public spaces. It’s open every 

day between 5.30am to 10pm.

Stella Tzobanakis

Take your time 

at carpark 

Returned soldiers delivered a moving interactive 

presentation to pupils at Sydenham-Hillside 

Primary School as part of Remembrance Day.

Members of the Caroline Springs 

RSL sub-branch presented personal accounts 

of their own wartime memories and experiences 

to grade 5 and 6 pupils at the school to mark 

November 11; the 99th anniversary of the 

Armistice which ended the First World War. 

On the front line for remembrance 
Veteran Peter Burquest with students Frenardo amd Addison. (Dennis Manteklow)

�e presentation included some of the 

soldier’s own military memorabilia such 

as bullet belts, backpacks, cameras and 

photographs. 

�e special event was organised by the 

Sydenham-Hillside Primary School’s 

integration aid, Cheryl Kerr.

“Two years ago we [the school] were involved 

in the Gallipoli Oaks Project and we established 

ties with the Caroline Springs RSL then, so 

since then, we’ve had this special relationship,” 

Ms Kerr said.

“We never want our children to experience 

war but I think it’s important that they 

understand history and honour those who 

made sacri�ces for us.”

Stella Tzobanakis

of 10 o�enders wanted in relation to sexual 

o�ences allegedly committed on Melbourne’s 

train, tram and bus system.

Transit safety division Inspector Karl 

Curran said sexual o�ences on public 

transport included people exposing or 

touching themselves inappropriately, people 

engaging in sexual acts in front of commuters 

and unwanted touching.

“People should be able to go about their daily 

business without being touched inappropriately 

by anybody. It is a crime,” he said.

By Alesha Capone

More than 50 sex o�ences have been reported 

on public transport across the west in the past 

�nancial year.

Victoria Police statistics show there were 51 

sexual o�ences reported on, or near, public 

transport in Brimbank, Melton, Wyndham, 

Hobsons Bay and Maribyrnong in the 2016-17 

�nancial year.

�e number is almost double the 28 sexual 

o�ences reported on public transport in the 

west in the 2015-16 �nancial year. Of the 51 

reported o�ences, 32 incidents occurred on 

trains, at train stations and in station carparks. 

�e remaining o�ences happened on buses, 

at bus stops, in taxis, on trams and at tram stops, 

although Maribyrnong is the only municipality 

in the west which has trams.

�ree weeks ago, Victoria Police and Crime 

Stoppers launched a campaign aimed at 

raising awareness of sexual o�ences on public 

transport.
In that time, Crime Stoppers released photos 

Inspector Curran said police believed the 

incidences were under-reported, and that 

authorities urged all victims to report crimes 

they experienced.

“We’ll support them, we listen to what they 

have to say and we’ll do everything we possibly 

can to resolve this crime,” he said.

He said anyone experiencing, or witnessing, 

a sexual crime should contact triple-0. If you 

have been a victim contact triple-0, 1800 

RESPECT or 1800respect.org.au. Report 

information to Crime Stoppers 1800 333 000.

Transport sex crimes on the rise   
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By Goya Dmytryshchak

An Altona North medical practice has become 

the first GP respiratory clinic testing for 

coronavirus in Melbourne’s west, as part of 

the federal government’s roll-out of 100 such 

pop-up clinics Australia-wide.

It comes as Health Minister Jenny Mikakos 

on Tuesday announced Victoria would have 

the widest testing criteria of COVID-19 in 

Australia. She said anyone experiencing fever 

and respiratory symptoms such as a cough or 

shortness of breath could ring ahead to a clinic 

to be tested.

As of Tuesday, Victoria had 1291 cases, an 

increase of 10 since Monday. There have been 

14 deaths statewide, while 40 people remain 

in hospital, including 15 in intensive care. 

There are 13 cases in Hobsons Bay and 10 in 

Maribyrnong.

Victoria’s state of emergency has been 

extended to May 11 to help continue to contain 

the spread of COVID-19.

At Altona North,  Dr Mukesh Haikerwal 

and partners run the Blackshaws Road pop-up 

clinic which was assembled from portables and 

tents over 10 days.

Dr Haikerwal said the respiratory clinic 

enabled treatment of multiple patients with 

breathing conditions, including COVID-19, 

who were unable to be seen in a normal GP 

practice.
Tests can be conducted without a change 

of personal protective gowns and masks, 

or shutting down and deep cleaning rooms 

between patients.

The clinic had been the first in Victoria to 

start swabbing people for coronavirus in the 

carpark until it ran out of gear.

“There were no masks and then there were 

no gowns and then there were no swabs, so we 

had to do something different,” Dr Haikerwal 

said.
“What we are doing now is … 50 or 60 tests 

Clinic on the front line

with only one or two sets of gowns, one set of 

masks, and all you’re changing is your gloves.”

Dr Haikerwal said more coronavirus 

cases were expected to be detected as testing 

restrictions were relaxed.

“There’s more people now who are eligible for 

the test so there’s more coming forward to be 

tested,” he said.

“When this whole thing started, the joke was 

Indonesia is the safest place in the world to be 

because they weren’t reporting any cases, but 

they weren’t testing anybody.

“And of course, Bali was one of the earliest 

places that shut down after China.

“That’s why we need to do the testing.

“Australia must not fall asleep at the wheel 

or rest on its dubious laurels but look to the 

disaster in Europe and the USA and invest in 

the health of the nation and our people.

“Dropping the ball on health will be 

catastrophic.” 
Dr Mukesh Haikerwal outside the Altona North respiratory clinic testing for COVID-19. (Damjan Janevski)  207244_01

‘‘ We need to do the 

testing. Australia must  

not fall asleep at the  

wheel ’’ 

 

- Mukesh Haikerwal
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�e free parking limit at the Brimbank 

multi-deck carpark o� Devonshire Road 

in Sunshine, has increased from two to 

three hours.

�e extended free parking limits for 

the �rst three hours in the multi-deck 

undercover carpark began this week. 

But parking in the carpark for three to 

�ve hours will now cost $2, while parking 

all day (�ve hours and more) will cost $4.

Before the changes on November 6, 

parking limits included free parking for 

the �rst two hours, $2 for two to four 

hours parking, and $4 for four-plus hours 

parking.
Outgoing Brimbank mayor John 

Hedditch said from the start the purpose 

of the multi-deck carpark was to o�er a 

viable, practical and reasonably priced 

parking option in the Sunshine Town 

Centre.
Cr Hedditch said the council adjusted 

the parking time limits to ensure the new 

carpark was “well utilised”.

“�e change was made in response to 

feedback from Sunshine Leisure Centre 

users who wanted the nearby multi-deck 

carpark to o�er similar free parking 

hours as the nearby centre so that it was 

convenient for them to use,” Cr Hedditch 

said. 
He said some more improvements will 

also be investigated. �e council plans to 

examine whether a right turn lane could 

be provided into George Street from the 

eastern approach of Devonshire Road. 

Entry and exit to this carpark is from 

George Street, o� Devonshire Road. 

�e multi-deck carpark o�ers more 

than 250 public spaces. It’s open every 

day between 5.30am to 10pm.

Stella Tzobanakis

Take your time 

at carpark 

Returned soldiers delivered a moving interactive 

presentation to pupils at Sydenham-Hillside 

Primary School as part of Remembrance Day.

Members of the Caroline Springs 

RSL sub-branch presented personal accounts 

of their own wartime memories and experiences 

to grade 5 and 6 pupils at the school to mark 

November 11; the 99th anniversary of the 

Armistice which ended the First World War. 

On the front line for remembrance 
Veteran Peter Burquest with students Frenardo amd Addison. (Dennis Manteklow)

�e presentation included some of the 

soldier’s own military memorabilia such 

as bullet belts, backpacks, cameras and 

photographs. 

�e special event was organised by the 

Sydenham-Hillside Primary School’s 

integration aid, Cheryl Kerr.

“Two years ago we [the school] were involved 

in the Gallipoli Oaks Project and we established 

ties with the Caroline Springs RSL then, so 

since then, we’ve had this special relationship,” 

Ms Kerr said.

“We never want our children to experience 

war but I think it’s important that they 

understand history and honour those who 

made sacri�ces for us.”

Stella Tzobanakis

of 10 o�enders wanted in relation to sexual 

o�ences allegedly committed on Melbourne’s 

train, tram and bus system.

Transit safety division Inspector Karl 

Curran said sexual o�ences on public 

transport included people exposing or 

touching themselves inappropriately, people 

engaging in sexual acts in front of commuters 

and unwanted touching.

“People should be able to go about their daily 

business without being touched inappropriately 

by anybody. It is a crime,” he said.

By Alesha Capone

More than 50 sex o�ences have been reported 

on public transport across the west in the past 

�nancial year.

Victoria Police statistics show there were 51 

sexual o�ences reported on, or near, public 

transport in Brimbank, Melton, Wyndham, 

Hobsons Bay and Maribyrnong in the 2016-17 

�nancial year.

�e number is almost double the 28 sexual 

o�ences reported on public transport in the 

west in the 2015-16 �nancial year. Of the 51 

reported o�ences, 32 incidents occurred on 

trains, at train stations and in station carparks. 

�e remaining o�ences happened on buses, 

at bus stops, in taxis, on trams and at tram stops, 

although Maribyrnong is the only municipality 

in the west which has trams.

�ree weeks ago, Victoria Police and Crime 

Stoppers launched a campaign aimed at 

raising awareness of sexual o�ences on public 

transport.
In that time, Crime Stoppers released photos 

Inspector Curran said police believed the 

incidences were under-reported, and that 

authorities urged all victims to report crimes 

they experienced.

“We’ll support them, we listen to what they 

have to say and we’ll do everything we possibly 

can to resolve this crime,” he said.

He said anyone experiencing, or witnessing, 

a sexual crime should contact triple-0. If you 

have been a victim contact triple-0, 1800 

RESPECT or 1800respect.org.au. Report 

information to Crime Stoppers 1800 333 000.

Transport sex crimes on the rise   
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By Goya Dmytryshchak

Hobsons Bay council has deferred its annual 

draft budget amid an outcry over a proposed 

2 per cent rates rise as households battle 

coronavirus hardship.

Cr Tony Briffa, who did not attend last 

week’s budget meeting because of health risks 

associated with COVID-19, took to social 

media to express outrage at plans to increase 

rates when “unemployment is around 10 per 

cent and the country is about to experience the 

greatest recession in generations”.

Rates rise slammed

Maribyrnong residents are calling on the 

Western Bulldogs to open Whitten Oval to 

the public for exercising and dog walking 

during the coronavirus lockdown.

Footscray resident Deb Bain-King 

said many people in the area had used 

the oval for walking, running and dog 

walking, and the community need now 

was greater than ever.

“It’s so important to so many people’s 

health and it is a community-owned 

asset,” she said. 

“They’re really big on their community 

outreach and their place within the 

community, I think if we could work out 

something  …  that would really prove 

how their hearts are in the right place.”

Ms Bain-King has contacted the 

Bulldogs but in a written response was 

told the oval couldn’t be opened to the 

public “to protect the oval and stands 

while there is no one at Whitten Oval due 

to the shutdown”. 

Maribyrnong council’s planning services 

director Nigel Higgins said it was up to 

the Bulldogs’ discretion. He said other 

open spaces and dog off-lead areas in 

Maribyrnong remained open.

Western Bulldogs was contacted.

 Goya Dmytryshchak
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The council agenda, released before the 

meeting, stated: “Rapid and unprecedented 

changes resulting from the coronavirus 

(COVID-19) pandemic have been seen around 

the world. Council proposes to increase its 

general rates by 2 per cent, in accordance with 

the Victorian Government rate cap legislation.”

The 2020-21 budet is premised on an 

operational surplus of $26.454 million.

Cr Briffa said the council had time to revise 

the “disturbing and irresponsible” budget.

“I do not accept that there has not been 

sufficient time to review the proposed budget,” 

Cr Briffa said. “The Federal government has 

had sufficient time to close our borders … and 

to introduce many measures including the $130 

billion JobKeeper program.”

At the meeting, attended by Mayor Colleen 

Gates and councillors Peter Hemphill, Sandra 

Wilson and Jonathon Marsden, an alternative 

motion to defer and revise the draft budget by 

August 31 was approved unanimously.

Cr Hemphill moved that council, “due 

to current uncertainty attributed to the 

COVID-19 outbreak, delays the exhibition 

of any draft budget for 2020-21 and use the 

additional time provided by the Victorian 

government to analyse and further revise the 

draft budget.”

Cr Sandra Wilson said had council known 

the government would grant an extension of 

time “before our agenda had gone to print, I 

think that we would have had a very different 

recommendation before us.”

Cr Jonathon Marsden said “We know that,  

… a number of households are experiencing 

hardship … any revised budget or revised 

hardship policy ought to take that into 

account.”

Call to open 

Whitten Oval

deb and gerald bain-king and their dog molly at whitten oval
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�e free parking limit at the Brimbank 

multi-deck carpark o� Devonshire Road 

in Sunshine, has increased from two to 

three hours.

�e extended free parking limits for 

the �rst three hours in the multi-deck 

undercover carpark began this week. 

But parking in the carpark for three to 

�ve hours will now cost $2, while parking 

all day (�ve hours and more) will cost $4.

Before the changes on November 6, 

parking limits included free parking for 

the �rst two hours, $2 for two to four 

hours parking, and $4 for four-plus hours 

parking.
Outgoing Brimbank mayor John 

Hedditch said from the start the purpose 

of the multi-deck carpark was to o�er a 

viable, practical and reasonably priced 

parking option in the Sunshine Town 

Centre.
Cr Hedditch said the council adjusted 

the parking time limits to ensure the new 

carpark was “well utilised”.

“�e change was made in response to 

feedback from Sunshine Leisure Centre 

users who wanted the nearby multi-deck 

carpark to o�er similar free parking 

hours as the nearby centre so that it was 

convenient for them to use,” Cr Hedditch 

said. 
He said some more improvements will 

also be investigated. �e council plans to 

examine whether a right turn lane could 

be provided into George Street from the 

eastern approach of Devonshire Road. 

Entry and exit to this carpark is from 

George Street, o� Devonshire Road. 

�e multi-deck carpark o�ers more 

than 250 public spaces. It’s open every 

day between 5.30am to 10pm.

Stella Tzobanakis

Take your time 

at carpark 

Returned soldiers delivered a moving interactive 

presentation to pupils at Sydenham-Hillside 

Primary School as part of Remembrance Day.

Members of the Caroline Springs 

RSL sub-branch presented personal accounts 

of their own wartime memories and experiences 

to grade 5 and 6 pupils at the school to mark 

November 11; the 99th anniversary of the 

Armistice which ended the First World War. 

On the front line for remembrance 
Veteran Peter Burquest with students Frenardo amd Addison. (Dennis Manteklow)

�e presentation included some of the 

soldier’s own military memorabilia such 

as bullet belts, backpacks, cameras and 

photographs. 

�e special event was organised by the 

Sydenham-Hillside Primary School’s 

integration aid, Cheryl Kerr.

“Two years ago we [the school] were involved 

in the Gallipoli Oaks Project and we established 

ties with the Caroline Springs RSL then, so 

since then, we’ve had this special relationship,” 

Ms Kerr said.

“We never want our children to experience 

war but I think it’s important that they 

understand history and honour those who 

made sacri�ces for us.”

Stella Tzobanakis

of 10 o�enders wanted in relation to sexual 

o�ences allegedly committed on Melbourne’s 

train, tram and bus system.

Transit safety division Inspector Karl 

Curran said sexual o�ences on public 

transport included people exposing or 

touching themselves inappropriately, people 

engaging in sexual acts in front of commuters 

and unwanted touching.

“People should be able to go about their daily 

business without being touched inappropriately 

by anybody. It is a crime,” he said.

By Alesha Capone

More than 50 sex o�ences have been reported 

on public transport across the west in the past 

�nancial year.

Victoria Police statistics show there were 51 

sexual o�ences reported on, or near, public 

transport in Brimbank, Melton, Wyndham, 

Hobsons Bay and Maribyrnong in the 2016-17 

�nancial year.

�e number is almost double the 28 sexual 

o�ences reported on public transport in the 

west in the 2015-16 �nancial year. Of the 51 

reported o�ences, 32 incidents occurred on 

trains, at train stations and in station carparks. 

�e remaining o�ences happened on buses, 

at bus stops, in taxis, on trams and at tram stops, 

although Maribyrnong is the only municipality 

in the west which has trams.

�ree weeks ago, Victoria Police and Crime 

Stoppers launched a campaign aimed at 

raising awareness of sexual o�ences on public 

transport.
In that time, Crime Stoppers released photos 

Inspector Curran said police believed the 

incidences were under-reported, and that 

authorities urged all victims to report crimes 

they experienced.

“We’ll support them, we listen to what they 

have to say and we’ll do everything we possibly 

can to resolve this crime,” he said.

He said anyone experiencing, or witnessing, 

a sexual crime should contact triple-0. If you 

have been a victim contact triple-0, 1800 

RESPECT or 1800respect.org.au. Report 

information to Crime Stoppers 1800 333 000.

Transport sex crimes on the rise   
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By Goya Dmytryshchak

One of the last surviving Diggers in 

Melbourne’s west says he is determined not to 

let coronavirus kill the Anzac spirit.

World War II veteran Marcus Gillespie, six 

months shy of 96, commemorated Anzac Day 

twice in lockdown.

The Spotswood Kingsville RSL member, 

who is now at Benetas St George’s in Altona 

Meadows, joined in the home’s service on 

Thursday and watched the Victorian Dawn 

Service on TV.

Mr Gillespie stays in touch with his family 

and mates although he can’t physically see 

them.
“I’m locked up, of course, like everybody 

else,” he said. “We all can’t get out anywhere, 

no visitors or anything like that.

“It’s very, very tough  … I miss everything.

“It’s an unfortunate thing and I never thought 

I’d see it in my lifetime but these things come 

along and you can’t help it.

“[With] the dawn service, it’s a shame … but 

I think it’s for the good of the community.”

Mr Gillespie joined the army as soon as he 

turned 18 in 1942.

“I was a trooper, the cavalry,” he said. “The 

First World War was horses, of course, and the 

Second World War was tanks – I was in the 

tank.”
He described COVID-19 as the worst thing 

he had experienced in his lifetime.

“I would try, if I could, anything, anything to 

stop it,” Mr Gillespie said. “I’d probably call it 

an unknown enemy – you can’t see it.

“It’s different in, say, war – you can see your 

opponent, you can either get out of his road or 

fight back.
“But in this instance, it’s an unknown terror.”

But Mr Gillespie remains stoic and said it 

was a matter of adapting to circumstances.

“It’s just a matter of doing what you have to 

do,” he said. “There’s a very old saying that I go 

by and it’s: ‘The day that you were born is the 

first day of the end of your life’.

“That means, you never know when you 

might meet your fate. It might be on the 

freeway, it might be a week after you were born. 

It might be an old bugger like me.

“You just have to take it as it comes along.

“Look for the good times, don’t look for the 

bad times.”

Digger’s virus message

World War II veteran 

Marcus Gillespie. 

(Pictures: Damjan Janevski and 

supplied)
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Come in and check us out!!!

• Weddings
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• Conferences

TAYLORS LAKES HOTEL          7 MELTON HIGHWAY          PH: 9217 9500            w
ww.taylorslakeshotel.com.au
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�e free parking limit at the Brimbank 

multi-deck carpark o� Devonshire Road 

in Sunshine, has increased from two to 

three hours.

�e extended free parking limits for 

the �rst three hours in the multi-deck 

undercover carpark began this week. 

But parking in the carpark for three to 

�ve hours will now cost $2, while parking 

all day (�ve hours and more) will cost $4.

Before the changes on November 6, 

parking limits included free parking for 

the �rst two hours, $2 for two to four 

hours parking, and $4 for four-plus hours 

parking.
Outgoing Brimbank mayor John 

Hedditch said from the start the purpose 

of the multi-deck carpark was to o�er a 

viable, practical and reasonably priced 

parking option in the Sunshine Town 

Centre.
Cr Hedditch said the council adjusted 

the parking time limits to ensure the new 

carpark was “well utilised”.

“�e change was made in response to 

feedback from Sunshine Leisure Centre 

users who wanted the nearby multi-deck 

carpark to o�er similar free parking 

hours as the nearby centre so that it was 

convenient for them to use,” Cr Hedditch 

said. 
He said some more improvements will 

also be investigated. �e council plans to 

examine whether a right turn lane could 

be provided into George Street from the 

eastern approach of Devonshire Road. 

Entry and exit to this carpark is from 

George Street, o� Devonshire Road. 

�e multi-deck carpark o�ers more 

than 250 public spaces. It’s open every 

day between 5.30am to 10pm.

Stella Tzobanakis

Take your time 

at carpark 

Returned soldiers delivered a moving interactive 

presentation to pupils at Sydenham-Hillside 

Primary School as part of Remembrance Day.

Members of the Caroline Springs 

RSL sub-branch presented personal accounts 

of their own wartime memories and experiences 

to grade 5 and 6 pupils at the school to mark 

November 11; the 99th anniversary of the 

Armistice which ended the First World War. 

On the front line for remembrance 
Veteran Peter Burquest with students Frenardo amd Addison. (Dennis Manteklow)

�e presentation included some of the 

soldier’s own military memorabilia such 

as bullet belts, backpacks, cameras and 

photographs. 

�e special event was organised by the 

Sydenham-Hillside Primary School’s 

integration aid, Cheryl Kerr.

“Two years ago we [the school] were involved 

in the Gallipoli Oaks Project and we established 

ties with the Caroline Springs RSL then, so 

since then, we’ve had this special relationship,” 

Ms Kerr said.

“We never want our children to experience 

war but I think it’s important that they 

understand history and honour those who 

made sacri�ces for us.”

Stella Tzobanakis

of 10 o�enders wanted in relation to sexual 

o�ences allegedly committed on Melbourne’s 

train, tram and bus system.

Transit safety division Inspector Karl 

Curran said sexual o�ences on public 

transport included people exposing or 

touching themselves inappropriately, people 

engaging in sexual acts in front of commuters 

and unwanted touching.

“People should be able to go about their daily 

business without being touched inappropriately 

by anybody. It is a crime,” he said.

By Alesha Capone

More than 50 sex o�ences have been reported 

on public transport across the west in the past 

�nancial year.

Victoria Police statistics show there were 51 

sexual o�ences reported on, or near, public 

transport in Brimbank, Melton, Wyndham, 

Hobsons Bay and Maribyrnong in the 2016-17 

�nancial year.

�e number is almost double the 28 sexual 

o�ences reported on public transport in the 

west in the 2015-16 �nancial year. Of the 51 

reported o�ences, 32 incidents occurred on 

trains, at train stations and in station carparks. 

�e remaining o�ences happened on buses, 

at bus stops, in taxis, on trams and at tram stops, 

although Maribyrnong is the only municipality 

in the west which has trams.

�ree weeks ago, Victoria Police and Crime 

Stoppers launched a campaign aimed at 

raising awareness of sexual o�ences on public 

transport.
In that time, Crime Stoppers released photos 

Inspector Curran said police believed the 

incidences were under-reported, and that 

authorities urged all victims to report crimes 

they experienced.

“We’ll support them, we listen to what they 

have to say and we’ll do everything we possibly 

can to resolve this crime,” he said.

He said anyone experiencing, or witnessing, 

a sexual crime should contact triple-0. If you 

have been a victim contact triple-0, 1800 

RESPECT or 1800respect.org.au. Report 

information to Crime Stoppers 1800 333 000.

Transport sex crimes on the rise   

Maribyrnong & Hobson Bay Star Weekly is 
your No. 1 source of news, information and 
advertising.

Star Weekly newspapers are highly respected 
within the local community and are 
renowned for their extensive real estate and 
motoring sections.

The paper is the preferred advertising 
medium for local businesses wanting to 
reach their target audience in a cost-effective 
manner.

Regular sections in Star Weekly publications 
include:

Community Calendar: Find out what is 
happening in your community calendar - 
your primary source for events, festivals, 
clubs and community information.

Domain: This section goes to the heart of the 
local real estate market, providing property 
news, information and latest listings. It’s just 
what you’re looking for.

Motor: This section showcases new and 
used vehicles, supported by reliable and 
comprehensive information on all things 
motoring.

Classifieds: The best place to find all trades 
and services and the premium location 
for local employment advertising and 
information.

Sport: We are in touch with sporting 
clubs throughout the area, providing 
comprehensive coverage of sports events, 
results and profiles of our local stars.


