
Foothills of the Dandenong’s
The Ferntree Gully Belgrave Star Mail is the local paper for the two towns its name boasts.

Ferntree Gully is at the foothills of the Dandenong Ranges, an area with a large commercial centre 
and a strong residential base. Reaching up through the Dandenong Ranges this

newspaper covers the towns of Upwey, Tecoma and Belgrave. Belgrave is one for the largest

commercial centres in the Dandenong Ranges providing residents with a large supermarket,

cinema and many other strip shops creating a well serviced family destination. 

TERMS & CONDITIONS ADvERTISERS: See our terms and conditions at - starnewsgroup.com.au/terms-and-conditions *Circulation: We use a third party supplier for the household distribution of free publications and do not make any 
representation or warranty about the performance of this service. For details read section 16 of our terms and conditions at - starnewsgroup.com.au/terms-and-conditions. *Publishers estimate. Includes home delivery, news stands and 
digital editions.

The region’s most popular community 
newspaper the Ferntree Gully & 
Belgrave Star Mail offers businesses 
the opportunity to get their message to 
a local audience alongside the latest 
unique local news, information and 
features on topics of interest to locals.

FERNTREE GULLY 
& BELGRAvE

Delivered to an audience 
across the following suburbs & 
postcodes: 
•	Ferntree Gully ......................... 3156

•	Upwey .................................... 3158

•	Selby ...................................... 3159

•	Belgrave ................................. 3160

•	Tecoma .................................. 3160

Connect your business with the community

PUBLISHED TUESDAYS AND ONLINE 24/7

A choice for all ages & incomes

Print Advertising Deadlines

Outer East Melbourne’s leading media options

May 2020

PRINT/DIGITAL free tabloid newspaper
An audience of 11,520* readers per week via home delivery, news stands and 
digital subscriptions

Online  mailcommunity.com.au  
An average 105,139 sessions, 138,667 page views and 73,896 users over the 
period (01/02/2020 - 01/05/2020) Source: Google Analytics

Social  facebook.com/StarMailNewsYv/ 
A strong social media following with weekly averages of 5,606 followers

OCCUPATIONS
Technicians and Trades Workers  18.6% 
Professionals 17.8% 
Clerical and Administrative Workers 13.5% 
Managers 12.8% 
Community and Personal Service Workers 11.4% 
Labourers 9.6% 
Sales Workers  9.2% 
Machinery Operators and Drivers  5.5%

HOUSEHOLD TYPEAGE
Under 29 37.5%

30 - 49 26.6%
40 - 69  26%

70+ 9.9%

Please note: This information was compiled based on our understanding of our readers and 
information compiled by the ABS for Star News Group from the 2016 Census. Census data in relation 
to the Yarra Ranges which is covered by Star News Group. It is a snapshot of the region and Star News 
Group expects you to rely on your own commercial judgement when using this information.

Display (EGN) Booking Deadline:   
5pm Wednesday prior

Classified Advertising Booking Deadline  
Trades: Thursday 4pm
General: Friday 4pm

Advertising: 03 5957 3700

Classifieds: 1300 66 808

enquiries@mailcommunity.com.au

mailcommunity.com.au

244 Maroondah Hwy Healesville 
VIC 3777
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Widetread are
Authorised Dealer for...

S/TMAXX
Heavy Duty All-Terrain

STTPRO
Super Traction Tyre

A/T3
All-Terrain

50% ROAD & SAND
80% DIRT & MUD

20% ROAD & SAND
80% DIRT & MUD

70% ROAD & SAND
30% DIRT & MUD

PICK UP   4WD PICK UP     4WD SUV   PICK UP   4WD

MILEAGE WARRANTY UP TO 80,000KM THE LATEST GENERATION MOST ADVANCED MUD TYRE MILEAGE WARRANTY UP TO 90,000KM

FERNTREE GULLY
9758 9288

1158 Burwood Hwy (towards Belgrave)
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THE RIGHT TEAM
FOR YOU !!!

SELLING, BUYING,

INVESTING, RENTING

Call us for the RIGHT advice
OBrien Real Estate

Tecoma, Belgrave, Olinda

9754 3000
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Not just any team; The right team.
Yarra Ranges and surrounds.

Queen of the rail
By Derek Schlennstedt 

A Puffing Billy volunteer has accomplished her 
dream of becoming the first female driver on 
the Dandenong Ranges railway.

At 10.30am on 31 July, Belinda McKenzie 
from Gembrook became the first woman to 
sit in the driver's seat in the railway’s 119-year 
history.

Ever since she started volunteering at Puff-
ing Billy in 2010, Ms McKenzie has been steam-
ing towards her goal of becoming a driver on 
the famous steam train, and she told the Mail 
she hoped more women would follow.

“I’ve always been interested in trains, and 
was at Puffing Billy as a passenger when the 

driver and fireman saw me checking out the 
running gear of one of the engines,” she said.

“They invited me into the cab to take a look 
and we started chatting.

"I asked them how they got their jobs and 
they told me they were volunteers and that I 
could be, too.

“That was enough for me and I signed up 
that day!

“It’s strange to think that I am about to do 
the same job as those volunteers that I met 
nine years ago, and will be the first female to 
do so...it’s very special.

“It’s nice to think that maybe by me doing 
what I’m doing, I can encourage other women 

to chase down their dream no matter how un-
conventional it seems.”

The 40-year-old drove the 10.30am train 
from Belgrave to the Lakeside station sup-
ported by an all-female crew, including the 
fireman, guard and conductors.

Ms McKenzie has held a number of volun-
teer roles during her time at Puffing Billy, in-
cluding trainee driver, engine cleaner, guard, 
signalman, steam and diesel fireman, diesel 
holster, trolley driver and fire patroller. 

She said that although it was a mentally and 
physically demanding job, there were rewards 
around every corner.

“The stereotypical image of a railway work-
er - hot and sweaty and covered in soot - is 

probably not very appealing to a lot of females, 
however there are so many volunteer roles at 
Puffing Billy and it would be great to see more 
females getting involved,” she said.

“I was the fourth female fireman at the 
railway - we now have two more, as well as a 
female trainee fireman who just started her 
training after a number of years as a guard, sig-
nalman and trolley driver.

“These hands-on rail roles are physically 
and mentally challenging, but it sure beats 
slogging away at the gym.

"It’s a unique and interesting hobby and the 
friends I have met since being at the railway 
will last a lifetime.”

Belinda McKenzie from Gembrook became the first female to sit in the driver seat in the railway’s 119 year history.

Ferntree Gully   Belgrave Mail
Covering the Dandenongs in the Yarra Ranges & Cardinia Shires
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