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■ Fuming residents ticked off at
being ignored by mining company…

Quarry
hopes
buried

pakenham

By Bonny Burrows
Furious residents have slammed the
company behind the controversial Bunyip North quarry proposal for ignoring their concerns. At an emotionally
charged public meeting on 23 March,
residents of Bunyip, Garfield and surrounding communities met with Hanson Construction Materials, expecting
to have an open discussion.
Instead, residents have slammed the
meeting as a “waste of time”.
Mount Cannibal and District Preservation Group treasurer David Bywater
said Bunyip Hall was “chock-a-block
full” of residents wanting an update on
the 134-hectare granite quarry, mooted
for a site about 500 metres from local
icon Mount Cannibal.
“But then the new project manager
came in and said it was decided the
content of the meeting was not about
community information, but the process of the EES (Environmental Effects
Statement),” Mr Bywater said.
“We said, ‘that’s OK as long as you
answer questions’, which they agreed
to.”
However, the open discussion was
short lived, with tempers quickly flaring
as Hanson deflected questions.
Dodging community concerns,
which included the proposed quarry’s
close proximity to houses, loss of water
supply and possible health risks from
the silica dusk - a carcinogenic byproduct of mining granite, Mr Bywater
said the company provided no answers
and instead spruiked the EES process.
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Lights, camera
and action...

Inverloch-Kongwak's Tom Wyatt and Cora Lynn's Nathan
Usher flew for this contest in the first ever senior
football clash of the West Gippsland Football Netball
Competition (WGFNC) under lights at Cora Lynn on
Saturday night. See where more history has been made
in the Gazette's sports pages this week. 166488
Picture: STEWART CHAMBERS
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Battle
of the Creek
Rivals set for a stirring showdown - Footy Lift-out

Pakenham Berwick Gazette… community strength
As the town of Pakenham is the urban-rural between the metropolitan area of the west and Gippsland
to the east, the Pakenham Gazette has been the glue that binds this rapidly growing urban/rural
community together since 1909.
Star News Group connect with this community via our PAID weekly Berwick Pakenham Gazette
publication, our Pakenham Gazette/star community website, the popular Pakenham Berwick Gazette
Facebook site and by delivering advertising material into homes using inserts into the Pakenham
Berwick Gazette.
We provide business with cost effective multi-channel advertising options to reach their target
markets using a variety of channels by bundling print and online packages to suit their needs.

Published wednesdays and Online 24/7

Outer South East Melbourne’s leading media options
Print paid tabloid newspaper
Up to 9,500* published weekly
An estimated 30,000* readers each week

Online pakenham.starcommunity.com.au
An average of 17,750 sessions and 233,000 page views over a three month
period (01/04/2018 - 26/06/2018 Google analytics)

Social facebook.com/PakenhamBerwickGazette/
A strong social media following with 17,750 weekly followers

A choice for all ages & incomes
OCCUPATIONS
Managers & Professionals: 27.9%
Technical & Traders: 15.6%
Community & Personal Service 8.7%
Clerical & Admin: 15.3%
Sales: 10%
Machinery Operators & Drivers: 9%
Labourers: 11.12%
Others: 2.5%

AGE
Under 34 49%
35-49 23%
50+ 28%

HOUSEHOLD TYPE
 Couples with
Children

17.65%
50.7%
31.65%

 Couples without
Children
 Other Household
Arrangements

Please Note: This information was compiled based on our understanding of our readers and
information contained by the ABS for Star News Group from the 2011 Census data in relation to the
City of Casey, part of which is covered by the Berwick News. It is a snapshot of the region and Star
News Group expects you to rely on your own commercial judgement when using this information.
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The region’s most popular community
newspaper the Pakenham Berwick
Gazette offers local businesses the
opportunity to get their message into
homes with their advertising message
alongside the latest unique local news,
sport results and features on topics of
interest to locals.

He said the community was disappointed by the meeting.
“Not one question that was put - and
there would have been 30 plus questions put - not one was successfully,
honestly or completely answered,” Mr
Bywater said.
“It seems the whole point of the
meeting was for Hanson to tick off one
of the requirements of the EES which is
to engage with the community.”
The EES was ordered by State Planning Minister Richard Wynne in 2015
to identify the large-scale project’s significant environmental effects and propose measures to reduce these.
According to those in attendance,
Hanson told the estimated 100-person crowd that it was just beginning
the statement - due to take two years “however there are no red flags”.
Mr Bywater said he just about fell
over.
“How can they say there are no red
flags when they haven’t done the EES?”
he said.
Accusing the company of trying to
“water down” the environmental impacts, Mr Bywater said it was pretty
clear “if you dig a big hole there’s going to be problems”, particularly at the
planned location - the former home of
the Tonimbuk Equestrian Centre.
There were 71 homes within one and
a half kilometres of the site and another
10 within half a kilometre, and a string
of wildlife which would be impacted by
the development, Mr Bywater said, yet
the company didn’t seem to care.
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By Bonny Burrows
Furious residents have slammed the
company behind the controversial Bunyip North quarry proposal for ignoring their concerns. At an emotionally
charged public meeting on 23 March,
residents of Bunyip, Garfield and surrounding communities met with Hanson Construction Materials, expecting
to have an open discussion.
Instead, residents have slammed the
meeting as a “waste of time”.
Mount Cannibal and District Preservation Group treasurer David Bywater
said Bunyip Hall was “chock-a-block
full” of residents wanting an update on
the 134-hectare granite quarry, mooted
for a site about 500 metres from local
icon Mount Cannibal.
“But then the new project manager
came in and said it was decided the
content of the meeting was not about
community information, but the process of the EES (Environmental Effects
Statement),” Mr Bywater said.
“We said, ‘that’s OK as long as you
answer questions’, which they agreed
to.”
However, the open discussion was
short lived, with tempers quickly flaring
as Hanson deflected questions.
Dodging community concerns,
which included the proposed quarry’s
close proximity to houses, loss of water
supply and possible health risks from
the silica dusk - a carcinogenic byproduct of mining granite, Mr Bywater
said the company provided no answers
and instead spruiked the EES process.
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He said the community was disappointed by the meeting.
“Not one question that was put - and
there would have been 30 plus questions put - not one was successfully,
honestly or completely answered,” Mr
Bywater said.
“It seems the whole point of the
meeting was for Hanson to tick off one
of the requirements of the EES which is
to engage with the community.”
The EES was ordered by State Planning Minister Richard Wynne in 2015
to identify the large-scale project’s significant environmental effects and propose measures to reduce these.
According to those in attendance,
Hanson told the estimated 100-person crowd that it was just beginning
the statement - due to take two years “however there are no red flags”.
Mr Bywater said he just about fell
over.
“How can they say there are no red
flags when they haven’t done the EES?”
he said.
Accusing the company of trying to
“water down” the environmental impacts, Mr Bywater said it was pretty
clear “if you dig a big hole there’s going to be problems”, particularly at the
planned location - the former home of
the Tonimbuk Equestrian Centre.
There were 71 homes within one and
a half kilometres of the site and another
10 within half a kilometre, and a string
of wildlife which would be impacted by
the development, Mr Bywater said, yet
the company didn’t seem to care.
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Inverloch-Kongwak's Tom Wyatt and Cora Lynn's Nathan
Usher flew for this contest in the first ever senior
football clash of the West Gippsland Football Netball
Competition (WGFNC) under lights at Cora Lynn on
Saturday night. See where more history has been made
in the Gazette's sports pages this week. 166488
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Battle
of the Creek
Rivals set for a stirring showdown - Footy Lift-out
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