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Rich history
with show
Ann Keys has a connection to the
Dandenong Show that traces back to the
event’s beginnings.
She’s continued her family’s rich association
by helping to run the animal nursery for the
past 20 years.
Ms Keys spoke to reporter Casey Neill
ahead of this year’s show, on Saturday 11
and Sunday 12 November.
See page 6 for the full story.

·
Ann Keys has a long history with
the Dandenong Show. 161400
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Don’t sweat terror

dandenong

By Bonny Burrows

A leading terrorism expert has said that despite the attempted radicalisation of Muslims
in Greater Dandenong, domestic violence, alcohol and drug abuse were far more serious
threats than Islamic State.
Professor Greg Barton, an academic and
Deakin University, said that while he knows of
the attempted radicalisation of Muslims in the
Dandenong and Springvale areas, there was no
cause for undue alarm.
His reassurance comes after remarks by a
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Greater Dandenong … Open for business
Greater Dandenong is a region of economic opportunity, with easy access via major freeways and
highways a major factor in attracting residents and tourists. The State Government has invested
$300 million into revitalising central Dandenong to become a satellite city to Melbourne, attracting
visitors from as far away as Gippsland. One of Melbourne’s oldest and most respected newspapers,
the Dandenong Star Journal has been chronicling in words and pictures the history of Dandenong
and the surrounding region since 1865. Greater Dandenong is already attracting hundreds of millions
of dollars of private investment under the watchful eye of Vic Urban, in order for it to become a
destination not only in Melbourne’s east, but across the state. The city is home to 152,000 people
from over 150 different cultures.
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News Group expects you to rely on your own commercial judgement when using this information.
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“It’s the power of deception. Those targeted
are often isolated from the community, from
social engagement and (when they see someone trying to friend them) they want it to be
true, to believe it’s real and genuine,” he said.
The professor said that by maximising social
connection and engagement of those at risk,
the likelihood of radicalisation was reduced.
In simple terms, he said communities
should welcome, not shun their Muslim members out of fear.
He stressed South-East Melbourne was safe
from terrorism.
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the antidote to radicalisation.
Australia had “probably gone as far as we
can”, in pre-emptive terrorism legislation and
polices, he argued.
Now it was time to work with the community and people at risk. He said Islamic State
had attempted to recruit school children and
adults up to 29 years old.
Professor Barton described the method
used to radicalise a young person as ‘grooming’ and said it involved an older person gaining another’s trust through “fake friendship”.
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Connect your business with the community
The region’s most popular community
newspaper the Dandenong Star Journal
offers local businesses the opportunity
to get their business into homes with
their advertising message alongside the
latest unique local news, sport results
and features on topics of interest to
locals.

South-East MP Jason Wood that the threat of
IS terrorism cells in the area was of “real concern”.
But Professor Barton said locals shouldn’t
be scare of their multicultural neighbours.
“We’re dealing with tiny minorities,” Professor Barton said.
“This is a very small fraction. We have hundreds of thousands of migrants working, raising families, assimilating with the community,
just getting on with their lives.”
It was this assimilation, he said, that was

